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Theology and Films   

Submitted by Pastor Scott 
 

A few weeks ago I watched I am 

Number Four. What a great sci-fi 

film full of action and adrenaline. 

Yes, I am a guy who loves such 

things. But what struck me was the 

unequivocal message that unity is 

strength. As the film opens a young 

man dies at the hands of attacking 

aliens. It is only as the movie pro-

gresses that the viewer realizes there are 9 alien youths 

who are being hunted down, in numerical order, and 

Number Three died in the opening scene. The film is 

about Number Four, the next on the list. As he matures, 

he crosses into puberty where his powers begin to de-

velop and his fate seems sealed to death as the aggressors 

are many. Then, Number 6 arrives and between the two 

of them they succeed in defeating these enemies for a 

time. In the final battle, Number 4 and 6 must work to-

gether; each has something the other lacks and requires if 

the enemy is to be ultimately defeated. Such a statement 

about unity, cooperation and strength begs many deep 

questions about corporate life both secular and religious – 

can we meet the challenges of life alone? Is cooperation 

always better than going it alone? Does everyone have 

something we need? What is the ground of our coopera-

tion – to defeat aggression or to make a new life? And 

finally, to whom must we ultimately be united for the 

greatest strength over the greatest enemy of humankind – 

the threat of death? Deep questions from a PG-13 film 

that many Christians unfortunately missed because of a 

rating. 

Have you ever considered that movies can be a spring-

board to theological discussions with your pre-Christian 

friends? Great theological and philosophical ideas are 

communicated through the screen and many in our culture 

eat up that which is presented before their eyes without 

considering what they are being fed. As a Christian we 

have a great opportunity to engage our friends, acquaint-

ances and co-workers on worldview issues using the very 

mediums they love – the movies, not to mention the ways 

the movies can sharpen our understanding of the key 

questions that many in culture are asking presently. 

The council has been reading a book together entitled, 

Reel Spirituality, 2nd ed. by Robert Johnston in prepara-

tion for a possible community movie night series to begin 

in the summer or fall. If you are fascinated by the idea 

that films like Wall-E, The Green Hornet, The Dolphin 

Tale, The King’s Speech and many others can be a gate-

way to serious conversation about the deeper issues of 

life, then you are invited to attend three conversations 

during the Sunday school hour as Pastor Scott hosts a dis-

cussion on the concepts of Johnston’s book. 

Our first conversation will occur on February 5 as we dis-

cuss the power of film and visual images, and examine 

the 5 ways of theologically approaching film. Our second 

conversation will occur on February 26 as we examine the 

art of film and the narrative story of all films and how 

directors use image and music to convey details not avail-

able in a manuscript. Our final conversation will occur on 

March 18 as we discuss what rating systems are unable to 

convey. Why “R” films should be watched and how a 

film ministry might be a great way of serving the Sun-

nyland neighborhood. On March 12 we will host a view-

ing of a film to practice some of what we have discussed.   
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February’s offering Schedule 
2/5 General Fund 

2/12 General Fund 

2/19 Outreach Fund 

2/26 General Fund 

 

Giving in December 2011: 
General Fund Offerings - $16,497.50 

Expenses for December - $18,506.97 

YTD General Fund Offerings - $16,497.50 

YTD Expenses - $18,506.97 

YTD Budget - $19,383.38* 

   *Denominational Quotas included 
 

Designated fund offerings: 

Benevolence - $1,681.25 

Outreach - $1,306.67 

In-Reach - $20.00 

 

       Total Designated Fund Offerings: $3,277.92 

 

 

February’s Ushering Schedule 
2/5 Jim and Linda Bean 

 Len Vander Woude 

2/12 Dan Obbink 

 Don Knutson 

 Lou Kooistra 

2/19 Bud Brouwer 

 Helen Bowman 

 Joe Pruitt 

2/26 Dale and Deloris Perry 

 Len Vander Woude 

 

Februaryôs Children & Worship 

Sch. 
2/5 Dan Obbink and Christine Speyer 

2/12 Diane Button and Ellie Roberts 

2/19 Rosa McAlister and Jenn Boer 

2/26 Ida Richards and Jan Scholten 
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Februaryôs Preaching Series: 

The preaching series will proceed as follows: 

2/5 Psalm 42 — Asking Why (Lament) 

2/12 Psalm 78:1-8—What Can I Do? (Service) 

2/19 Psalm 67 — Bless You (Benediction) 

2/26 Matt. 4:23-25 — Jesus Our Healer  

 (Lent begins 2/22) 

February’s Greeters Schedule 

      Outside Doors                               Inside Doors 

2/5 Del & Pat Bosman Bud & Lorraine B. 

2/12 Lou &Ev Kooistra Darryl & Gloria G. 

2/19 Denise Doezema George, Randi, Scott 

2/26 Lanny & Christine S. Carol, Ken, MaryAnn 

February’s Nursery Schedule 

2/5 Jolene Skovron and Jenn Boer 

2/12 Denise Doezema and Tanya Obbink 

2/19 Ruth Stadt, Jolene Skovron 

2/26 Rockelle Ruiter and Terry Vander Woude 

 

February’s Coffee/Snack Schd. 
2/5 Avis Kaemingk, Connie Knutson, Ev Kooistra 

2/12 Ali Laninga, Rosa McAlister, Tanya Obbink 

2/19 Lisa Oppenhuizen, Deloris Perry, Polly Plekker 

2/26 Darlys Recker, Ida Richards, Michelle Richards 

 

Februaryôs Prayer Room 
2/5 Harlean Stegink 

2/12 Del Bosman 

2/19 Herm Laninga 

2/26 Ali Laninga 

  

Februaryôs Sunday school Schd. 
2/5 Tanya Obbink 

2/12 Tanya Obbink 

2/19 Tanya Obbink 

2/26 Diane Button 



Items of Interest from January's 

Council Meeting 
By Nina Buma 

Devotions and prayer by Lou Kooistra. 

Imagine NW will be doing a multi-media presentation on 

community involvement in our church, possibly the 5th 

Sunday in April, as the main part of the service. 

For those reading the book “Reel Spirituality”, the first 

group discussion is Feb.5 (during Sunday School) over 

the first 4 chapters.  Many thought it was very well writ-

ten and interesting. 

The Light of the World Ministry Center will continue 

their lease for another year.    

Elders will continue completing worship evaluations 

through April. 

The Deacons reported that yearly budget receipts have 

been sent out to everyone.  

The Gift Cards that are available for purchase from the 

deacons (4% profit) has raised $875.80 profit and it is to 

be used to help those who are attending a Christian school 

and need assistance.  

The deacons will be having a Widow’s luncheon around 

February 11. 

The Building and Maintenance Committee reported on 

the shower repair in the Ministry House (sheetrock dam-

age in the upstairs bathroom). The drain in the lower bath-

room needs to be repaired and the shower pan needs to be 

replaced.   

Vapor lights (in the gables and out front) will be replaced 

with new LED lights for $200. We will be receiving  

$2400 from the PSE rebate after the church paid $1300 to 

have the work done (new ballasts in the administration 

building).  

Velcro straps are being tried on the doors to prevent strip-

ping the door locks and conserve costs.  

Furnace repair in the portable was $980 which was higher 

than originally thought.    

New elder/deacon lists will be sent out after the elders 

added a few new people. In June Bob Plekker, Lou Koo-

istra, Barb Zylstra and Joe Pruitt will have completed 

their terms on the council board.  

 

 

The Building and Maintenance Committee will work on 

getting a bid and design for enclosing the sound equip-

ment in the sanctuary and adding some storage. 

 
LAYMAN'S TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

1] Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in 

trouble, but it is a "steering wheel" that directs the right 

path throughout. 

 

2] Why is a Car's WINDSHIELD so large & the Rear 

view Mirror is so small? Because our PAST is not as im-

portant as our FUTURE. So, Look Ahead and Move on. 

 

3] Friendship is like a BOOK. It takes only a few seconds 

to burn, but it takes years to write. 

 

4] All things in life are temporary. If going well, enjoy it, 

they will not last forever. If going wrong, don't worry, 

they can't last long either. 

 

5]  Old Friends are Gold! New Friends are Diamond! If 

you get a Diamond, don't forget the Gold! Because to 

hold a Diamond, you always need a Base of Gold! 

 

6] Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, 

GOD smiles from above and says, "Relax, sweetheart, it's 

just a bend, not the end! 

 

7] When GOD solves your problems, you have faith in 

HIS abilities; when GOD doesn't solve your problems HE 

has faith in your abilities. 

 

8] A blind person asked St. Anthony: "Can there be any-

thing worse than losing eye sight?" He replied: "Yes, los-

ing your vision!"  

  

9] When you pray for others, God listens to you and 

blesses them, and sometimes, when you are safe and 

happy, remember that someone has prayed for you. 

 

10] WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's TROU-

BLES, it takes away today's PEACE. 
 

 

Gemsõ Baked Potato and Game 

Night  

Join our GEMS girls on February 10 at 5:30 in the church 

foyer for a baked potato dinner with all the works, fol-

lowed by an evening of Bunko. Plan to come and support 

our girls as they fund raise for their program. 
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Deacon's Digest 
By Rosa McAlister 

 

Game Night 

Your Deacons want to invite everyone to join us Friday 

February 17 for game night. There will be supervised 

kid friendly tables as well as grown up tables. Games 

will be provided, but you are welcome to bring your fa-

vorite game or two to share. Games will begin at 

7:00pm, and we will have a snack break at 8:00 and plan 

to wrap up all games by 9:00. The Deacons will be glad 

to arrange rides for those who do not drive. 

 

Interfaith Coalitionôs March 24 

Auction 
 

An evening of fun and community spirit awaits you at 

Interfaith Coalition’s March 24 Garden of Hope auc-

tion.  Proceeds from the coalition’s biggest fundraising 

event of the year support housing for homeless families 

and health care for all in need. The auction, which raises 

more than one-third of Interfaith’s annual income, be-

gins at 5:30 p.m. at the Best Western Lakeway Inn & 

Conference Center in Bellingham. Tickets are on sale 

now for $40 each, which includes a sit-down dinner.  

 

You also may support the event by contributing an item 

to be auctioned. If you can provide a service, getaway 

home, or other sought-after item , then you have some-

thing to offer that would raise money to assist local peo-

ple in need. The coalition also is seeking financial sup-

port to help underwrite the auction.  

 

For more information, tickets, or to make a donation, 

please call Interfaith Coalition at 734-3983. 

 

Interfaith Coalition Choir  

Festival 
Please plan to attend Interfaith Coalition’s Choir Festi-

val on Saturday, Feb. 11 at 1:00 p.m. Eleven choir will 

sing individually, as well as in a combined choir of over 

175 voices. Each year, the choir festival offers an oppor-

tunity for singers and audience alike to rejoice in the 

voices of our many faith traditions. The concert, to be 

held at Assumption Catholic Church, 2116 Cornwall 

Ave. in Bellingham, is free with an offering to benefit 

Interfaith Coalition programs, which provide housing 

for homeless families and health care for all in need  

Congregational Birthdays 

For February 

 
 1 Gary Buma 

 5 Kim Menninga 

 8 Brian Koning 

11 Phil Skovron 

11 Markus Lakey 

12 Gordon Terpstra 

13 Aleya Cunningham 

15 Jessie Figenbaum 

17 Faye Hop 

17 Grant Renne 

17 Ida Richards 

19 Tanya Obbink 

20 Josiah Cunningham 

26 Jen Roberts 

 
 

Theology and films...cont. from page one 

Finally, we are bringing in a Film Theologian, Dr. Calla-

way, from Fuller Theological Seminary in April who 

would continue to help us push into these questions and 

others over April 20-21st. The date is tentative and subject 

to final arrangements. (Pastor Scott secured a grant to 

cover the costs associated with this seminar.) 

I hope that many of you will attend the discussions and be 

challenged and enriched. I have already distributed 20 

books but would encourage you to purchase a copy if you 

would like to explore this topic more. 

 
 

Lent begins  

 

On Ash Wednesday, February 22, Lent begins. During 

this 40-day period, Christians reevaluate their spiritual 

lives. It's a time for us to have a spiritual check-up and to 

strive to live the Christian life more faithfully and more 

intentionally. 

One might go on a spiritual retreat, for example, spending 

time with a prayer warrior, Bible expert or theologian. 

During Lent, attending the various church services and 

study opportunities can help people grow spiritually and 

become more informed about the Christian faith. 

Our pilgrimage through Lent should inspire us to serve 

God more faithfully in our daily lives. 
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February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

   1 
10am Men’s Grp at 

Grace Cafe 

10 am Women’s 

 Bible Study (foyer) 

6pm Prayer Time 

in sanctuary 

7 pm Elders/

Deacons Meet 

2 
6:30 am Men’s grp 

in Admin. Building 

10am Home Schl 

in Portable Bldg 

7pm Men’s Grp in 

Foyer 

7:30pm Praise 

Practice 

3 4 

5 
9:30 Service 
11:00 Sunday 

Schl 

6 
7pm Building & 

  Maintenance 

Team, Adm Bldg 

 

6:30pm GEMS in 

foyer 

7 
6:30am Men’s Grp 

at Rusty Wagon Rest 
 

 

6pm Vander Woude’s 

Group in Foyer 

8 
10am Men’s Grp at 

Grace Cafe 

10 am Women’s 

 Bible Study (foyer) 

 

7pm Council Mtg. 

in foyer 

9 
6:30 am Men’s grp 

in Admin. Building 

10am Home Schl 

in Portable Bldg 

7pm Men’s Grp in 

Foyer 

7:30pm Praise 

Practice 

10 
 

5:30 GEMS 
Baked potato 

dinner fund 

raiser 

11 
9-5 Crop and 

craft day 

with Darlys 

12 
9:30 Service 
11:00 Sunday 

Schl 

 

7:00pm Kings 

Men of Song 

13 
7pm Friendship in 

sanctuary 

14 
6:30am Men’s Grp 

at Rusty Wagon Rest 

6:30pm Boers Grp 
In Admin bldg. 

 

15 
10am Men’s Grp at 

Grace Cafe 

 

10 am Women’s 

 Bible Study (foyer) 

16 
6:30 am Men’s grp 

in Admin. Building 

10am Home Schl 

in Portable Bldg 

7pm Men’s Grp in 

Foyer 

7:30pm Praise 

Practice 

17 
7pm Deacons 

Game Night 

18 

19 
9:30 Service 
11:00 Sunday 

Schl 

 

20 
6:30pm GEMS in 

foyer 

21 
6:30am Men’s Grp 

at Rusty Wagon Rest 

22 
10am Men’s Grp at 

Grace Cafe 

 

10 am Women’s 

 Bible Study (foyer) 

23 
6:30 am Men’s grp 

in Admin. Building 

10am Home Schl 

in Portable Bldg 

7pm Men’s Grp in 

Foyer 

7:30pm Praise 

Practice 

24 25 

26 
9:30 Service 
11:00 Sunday 

Schl 

6:30pm Pastor 

Scott’s grp in 

foyer 

27 
7pm Friendship in 

sanctuary 

28 
6:30am Men’s Grp 

at Rusty Wagon Rest 
6:30pm Boers Grp 

In Admin bldg. 

7:00 Women’s 

Study Group in 

Foyer 

29 
10am Men’s Grp at 

Grace Cafe 

10 am Women’s 

 Bible Study (foyer) 

   


