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Growing Disciples 
Submitted by Pastor Scott 

Have you ever tried to make a plant grow? If you are 

wise, you learned that you canôt make it grow but that 

there are certain things you can do to aid its growth proc-

ess. You can add compost filled with good organic mate-

rial; you can keep it watered and ensure that it gets the 

right amount of sun. You can weed it around the root 

base to make sure the nutrients are reaching the roots.  

You can prune it as needed and give it support, particu-

larly if the fruit it bears is large and heavy. Each of these 

things can aid in the process of helping a plant grow 

strong and healthy. 

This analogy is very accurate whether we are talking 

about growing plants or growing people in Christ. We 

can never force another person to grow in Christ, all our 

efforts will just end in frustration if we think that we can 

make someone else change, grow, or produce fruit. God 

alone is the author and perfecter of our faith and that 

means he alone has the power to grow disciples. But we 

can help people to be in a position to grow by supporting, 

weeding, encouraging, providing compost, exposing sin 

and reflecting grace. 

On Saturday, September 25th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in 

the church foyer, Rev. Pete Byma is going to be speaking 

about growing disciples. If you are interested in how to 

aid growth in your own spiritual life or in the life of an-

other, you are invited to attend this special seminar as 

Pete leads us through a series of exercises, teachings and 

discussions. Please come, learn and be encouraged. 

CROP Hunger Walkð 
Ending Hunger One Step at a Time 

Submitted by Larry Menninga 
 

This year's Bellingham/Whatcom County CROP Hunger 

Walk will begin at the Village Green in Fairhaven on 

Sunday, September 26, at 2:00 PM. CROP Walk consists 

of neighbors walking together to take a stand against hun-

ger in our world. Different ages, faiths and backgrounds ? 

together we raise awareness and funds for international 

relief and development, as well as local hunger-fighting. 

This past year more than $15.4 million was raised in some 

2,000 U.S. Communities. 

 

CROP Hunger Walk is a program of Church World Ser-

vice (CWS), a cooperative ministry of 36 Christian de-

nominations and communions which was founded in 

1946. Although the CRC is not one of those denomina-

tions (we have our own Christian Reformed World Relief 

Committee), it is encouraging to get out of our shells and 

join with other Christians in our community for a good 

cause. And, any funds donated can be designated to go to 

CRWRC; donations that are not designated will go to 

CWS with 25% being returned to the Bellingham and 

Ferndale Food banks. 

 

There are three ways in which you can be involved in 

CROP Walk. First, you can sign up to solicit donations 

from your friends, family and neighbors. Or, second, you 

can make a donation. Or, third you can walk in solidarity 

with those who are hungry or taking a stand against hun-

ger. The last three Sundays in September I will be at a 

table in the foyer or back of church to sign you up, take 

your donations, or provide more information. 

The Monthly  

Heartbeat  



Septemberôs offering Schedule 
9/5 General Fund 

9/12 General Fund 

9/19 Outreach Fund 

9/26 General Fund 

 

Giving in July  2010: 
General Fund Offerings - $11,202.79 

Expenses for July - $14,236.65 

YTD General Fund Offerings - $119,119.39 

YTD Expenses - $129,518.73 ($10,399.34) 

YTD Budget - $153,8994.00*  

   *Denominational Quotas included 
 

Designated fund offerings: 

Administration (Pass through) - $3,000.00 

Benevolence - $230.00 

Building - $656.12 

In-reach - $41.00 

Outreach - $521.00 

       Total Designated Fund Offerings: $4448.12 

 

Outreach Support: 

Envision (30%) - $156.30 

Love, INC (20%) - $104.20 

Seafarers Ministry (20%) - $104.20 

Food Bank (10%) - $52.10 

Streetcorners (10%) - $52.10 

Lighthouse Mission (10%) - $52.10 

Other Outreach 2010 -  

 

Septemberôs Ushering Schedule 
9/5 Ken Wick 

 Dan Obbink 

 Bud Brouwer 

 

9/12 Lela Omta 

 Jim and Linda Bean 

 

9/19 Don Knutson 

 Karen and Chris 

 

9/26 Helen Bowman 

 Lou Kooistra 

 Lela Omta 

 

Septemberôs Preaching Series: 

The preaching series will proceed as follows: 

9/5 Jude 17-23 Contending for the Faith 

9/12 Jude 24-25 Meeting the King 

9/19 Micah 1:1-2 An Introduction 

9/26 Micah 1:3-7 Consider your life: Godôs 

 Judgment is fierce 

 

Septemberôs Greeters Schedule 

       Outside Doors                  Inside Doors 

9/5 Lanny & Christine S. Lela Omta 

9/12 David & Ida Richards Jr. Johnson & Marvin  

9/19 Gary & Nina Buma Jerry & Faye Hop 

9/26 Dale & Deloris Perry Herm & Ali Laninga 

 

Septemberôs Nursery Schedule 
9/5 Arlene Veenstra, Tricia Bravener, Pat Bosman 

9/12 Randi & Scott Sanders, Avis Kaemingk 

9/19 Nina Buma, Esther VandenBos, Lorraine Brouwer 

9/26 Ida Richards, Barb Zylstra, Kim Menninga 

 

Septemberôs Coffee/Snack Schd. 
9/5 Tanya Obbink, Lisa Oppenhuizen, Deloris Perry 

9/12 Polly Plekker, Ida Richards, Jen Roberts 

9/19 Rockelle Ruiter, Randi Sanders, Jan Scholten 

9/26 Jolene Skovron, Karen Smith, Elaine Snapper 

 

Septemberôs Prayer Room 
9/5 Larry Stegink 

9/12 Jodi Meir 

9/19 Del Bosman 

9/26 Herm Laninga 

 

 

Why me?  

 

When we're faced with an unexpected hardship, our first 

impulse is often to ask, "Why me? Oh, God, why me?" 

When a blessing comes our way, we happily accept it, yet 

seldom do we ask, "Why me? Oh, God, why me?" 



Items of Interest from Augusts's 

Council Meeting 
By Faye Hop 
 

Old Business. 

Pastor Vinhôs group is using the ministry house this 

weekend. 

Envision Ministry may not need a room to rent in 

September. Mitch needs to present the contract to the 

board first, and they are waiting for the Lettered 

Street Coffee House to take over Three Trees. 

New Business. 

Pastor Scott is looking to further his education begin-

ning next spring/summer. The course he is looking at 

would take him away for one week per course.  

 

Larry Menninga is seeking our blessing for CROP 

Hunger Walk fund raising and awareness in Septem-

ber.  

 

Reports. 

There still is a concern that we are not meeting our 

expenses with the present contributions from the con-

gregation.  

In an attempt to ñfixò the problem with sound in the 

sanctuary the administration team is working on add-

ing some additional speakers. 

A motion was made and seconded to allow the Ad-

ministration team to renegotiate the lease with the 

New Life Fellowship Church.  

Open Floor. 

Various health needs were brought before us for 

prayer. 

Future events. 

Potluck Aug. 29 ï 5:30 p.m. with joint service with    

Mosaic, The Table, and the Jesus Gathering at the 

Majestic on N. Forest Street. 

 

Elder/Deacon meetings Sept.1 ï 7 p.m. 

 

Council Meeting ïSept. 8 - 6:45 p.m. 

 

Council retreat ï September 25 

Womenôs Evening Bible Study 

Begins in October 
Submitted by Nina Buma 

The Women's Wednesday Evening Bible Study will begin 

on October 6th and meet twice a month. They will be 

studying "Women At Midlife--Embracing The Chal-

lenges". Whether you are approaching midlife, in the mid-

dle of it or well past it, there will always be change and 

challenges in your life. This study will keep you looking 

at scripture and applying it to your life in an applicable 

way--no matter what your age. Join us at Christine 

Speyer's home at 7pm on October 6. Email Nina Buma 

(gnbuma@hotmail.com) by September 5 if you'd like to 

join us. She will be ordering study books at $5 each. 

 

Life Chain 2010 
Whatcom County Life Chain will be held on Sunday, Oc-

tober 3 at 2:00 pm. Please join us and be a Christian wit-

ness against the killing of unborn children Check in at one 

of several stations along the Guide Meridian near Bellis 

Fair Mall. For more information, please phone 354-3862 

or 354-8329. 

Be prepared to spend sixty minutes in prayer and Chris-

tian witness for the unborn. Feel free to bring lawn chairs 

if you are unable to stand for long periods. Children are 

welcome. Come rain or shine! 

Davida Leland, Great Expectations 

 

 

 

 

Whenever Christians read of the spiritual achievements and 

blessings of ancient Israel, we should know that these are fully 

restored to the church over which Christ reigns forever as king, 

and they will be perfected eternally when he returns in 

glory.  As Solomon was given wisdom, we have the Word of 

God to transform our minds to discern God's will (Rom. 

12:2).  As prophets prayed down the power of heaven, we have 

Christ's mediation and the interceding help of the Holy Spirit in 

our prayers (Rom. 8:26).  And as God fed the tribes of Israel 

with manna in the desert, Paul assures us, "My God will supply 

every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus" (Phil. 4:19). 

from Reformed Expository Commentary, Jonah & Micah, pg. 

248 by Richard Phillips. 

mailto:gnbuma@hotmail.com


Deacon's Digest 
By Megan Speyer 

Envision Ministries 

Our outreach giving supports many ministries and one of 

our commitments is Envision Ministries. Envision's pur-

pose is to disciple to the community of Bellingham by 

bringing the gospel's Truth to the community through the 

fellowship of "friendship evangelism" with an emphasis 

on prayer. You can support this important ministry 

through prayer and an excellent way to do that would be 

to pray for the core group that meets every Sunday.  

Envision has used the Three Trees coffeehouse as a con-

tact point and gathering place to reach out into the com-

munity. Every Sunday, they host the Jesus Gathering, 

which combines an informal church service with dinner. 

We are one of the churches in our community that pro-

vide Jesus Gathering meals, one every other month. If 

your church group would like to serve the community, 

this is an excellent chance to do so! Contact Joe Pruitt, 

676-2658, to sign-up! 

If you feel you are being called to serve in our commu-

nity, you probably couldn't be better connected! Mitchell 

Senti would love to hear from you! Call him at 392-0289. 

You may also visit www.envision-ministries.org to learn 

more about this great ministry in the heart of Bellingham! 

BUY GROCERY SCRIP, EARN TUITION  

REBATES:    

From Sept. 1 to 22, Haggen and Brown & Cole Stores 

(The Markets, Food Pavilion, Cost Cutter, Red Apple) 

are again offering Lynden Christian parents a 10 percent 

rebate on gift cards purchased through the school. The 

special order form, which must be turned in at the school, 

is available at the Central Office or may be downloaded 

at www.lyncs.org (Friends of LC, T.R.I.P.). Buy for 

yourself or to help another family.  Questions?  Contact 

Barb Zylstra. 

 

Join the Deacons for Hot dogs! 

The deacons are hosting a hot dog dinner 

on Friday, September 24th at 6 pm. We'll 

provide the hot dogs, condiments, and 

drinks. Bring a salad or dessert to share 

and let's fellowship! We will be down at 

the portables, so bring a lawn chair to sit 

outside if the weather is warm. 

  

A ñTune-filled Trip Back to A  

Swinging Time!ò  
Bellingham Theatre Guild presents a special benefit per-

formance on September 23 in support of Interfaith Coali-

tion of Whatcom County. 

Reception is at 7 p.m.   Curtain at 8 p.m. 

           Price: $25   Tickets: 734-3983 

 

Back to Sunday School 
Submitted by Diane Button 

Children's Ministries will resume September 12th. Chil-

dren and Worship will begin on this Sunday, September 

5, for all children ages 3-5. The first few weeks are spent 

in orientation, which is particularly helpful for the 3 year 

olds. The children in this age group will be dismissed dur-

ing the service. Immediately following the service and 

coffee time, there will be a "Welcome to Sunday school" 

potluck for all Children and Worship and Sunday school 

families. Sunday school lessons will begin on September 

19th. Details for the potluck picnic will be sent separately 

to the families. Any questions, please contact Diane But-

ton. 

There is still a 

need for another 

teacher and helper 

for both Sunday 

school and Chil-

dren and Wor-

ship. Please con-

sider volunteer-

ing. 

Thank youðDiane 

 

A Special Benefit for Kidstown 

Thursday, September 9 

Kidstown International will be hosting a night of classical 

music featuring internationally renown soprano Katie Van 

Kooten and other musical talents. Event will benefit 

Kidstownôs efforts in helping orphans. Thursday, Septem-

ber 9, 7:30 p.m. at Bethel Church in Lynden. 

http://www.envision-ministries.org
http://www.lyncs.org


                 The Table!  

 
 

We can now say, ñWelcome to The Tableò. 

The Bellingham church plant finally has a 

name, ñThe Tableò. Our leadership community 

made the official decision this week. We are 

excited about our name, as it evokes images of 

rich relationship and community. ñThe Tableò 

matches the rhythms of the new church - hos-

pitality, discipleship, and blessing.  A table is a 

great place of connection between new 

friendsé a table of hospitality. A table was 

where Christ invited his disciples into greater 

fellowshipé a table of discipleship. A table is 

also a place where the hungry are fedé a table 

of blessing. So, hereôs to Godôs work at The 

Table! 

 

This past Sunday evening, The Table met for 

its fourth worship gathering. Presently, we are 

meeting every other Sunday evening (at least 

through the end of September). Our upcoming 

worship gatherings are scheduled for Aug. 15, Aug 29 (Joint Service at Majestic), Sept. 12, and Sept. 26, most 

of which will be held at our home.  These gatherings have been a great blessing, where old friends and new 

neighbors, Christians and not-yet Christians, are beginning to form into a welcoming family. 

 

In the near future, we plan to continue to doing what we have always been doing: living out our rhythms of 

hospitality, discipleship, and blessing. Our desire is to continue to make room, as individuals and as a church, 

in our lives to welcome others in; to continue to make Christ the focus of the hope we have and share; and, to 

continue to seek ways to tangibly bless our neighbors. It is an exciting season at The Table! Thank you for 

your prayers, your support, and your friendships! 
 

 
 

please pray with us for God toé 
¶ ΧŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

¶ ΧōƭŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿκ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΣ ǳƴƛǘȅΣ 

and fun  

¶ ΧƎǊŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                 Aaron Walters ö 2674 Donovan Ave., Bellingham, WA 98225 ö Cell: 360.296-8048 ö runaaronrun@gmail.com 

Keep an eye on my blog for weekly updates 

and requests: 

http://runaaronrun.blogspot.com  

ñUnless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.ò 

Psalm 127:1 

http://runaaronrun.blogspot.com/


MINISTRY WEBSITE:   
Thereôs a new website where people across the CRC are 

comparing notes, asking questions, and sharing ministry 

tips. Itôs called The Network and covers 51 ministry ar-

eas, including deacons, treasurers, church nurseries, 

small groups, Sunday school, and much more. As you 

gear up for the fall, check out www.crcna.org/network. 

 

FOSTER CARE MEETING:   
Discover foster care and how you can become a licensed 

foster parent by attending a meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 

31, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Bethany Christian Ser-

vices office, 1031 N. State St., Suite 108, in Bellingham. 

RSVP is appreciated but not required. Childcare is not 

available. For more information, call Connie Schmotzer 

(733-6042). 

 

Congregational  

Birthdays  

September 
 3 Lorraine Brouwer 

 4 Larry Menninga 

 5 Lee Veenstra 

 6 Chuck Bakker 

 6 Chantel Obbink 

11 Jan Scholten 

11 Barbara Zylstra 

15 Troy Jones 

16 Abigail Cunningham 

16 Rochelle Senti 

19 Isaac Speyer 

23 Kai Steele 

24 Ellie Roberts 

24 Marley Westman 

25 Jennifer Boer 

28 Aaron Speyer 

29 Sherri Roelofs 

30 Jonathan Senti 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.crcna.org/network


  


