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What have we normalized? 
By Pastor Scott 

“We have an alarming capacity to normalize sin and un-
belief!”  I heard these words spoken by a fellow Belling-
ham pastor this past week and they got me thinking, 
“What have I normalized?” To some that question might 
not even make sense. “Normalized,” what does that 
mean?  To normalize simply means to make something 
the standard. It is to make something a regularly expected 
part of life. To normalize is to assume that this attitude, 
action, perspective, etc. is the basis by which I judge all 
competing claims.   

The Vitality Pathway has been asking us to be honest 
about our church and our personal relationship with God.  
The process of being honest with ourselves isn’t always 
easy, for sometimes when we are honest we see that our 
life isn’t as it out ought to be. Since hearing this state-
ment, I have been asking myself a number of questions 
that I would like to present to you as well: 

Is it normal for me not to want to get up early and 
pray with others, but I will get up early and go to the 
gym with others? 

Is it normal to keep my love of Christ quiet and per-
sonal? 

Is it normal not to share the greatest news I have with 
others?  

Is it normal to think that I have a right to store up 
wealth for the future when brothers and sisters in 
need are starving today? 

Is it normal to get bored reading the Word and think, 
I have read this before, I know what God is saying? 

Is it normal to struggle with the same sinful tenden-
cies and make so little progress in defeating them? 

Is it normal for me to not want to share my struggles 
with others, when in fact their prayers are the key to 
my progress in the faith? 

Is it normal to go through a day and not think about 
God? 

The answer to all of these is a resounding, No! This isn’t 
normal, but it has become acceptable and hence normal-
ized in the Church. Confessions like these are hard to 
make about my own life, because once one admits that 
these things are true, the next step after confession is re-
pentance and that means making a change – in priorities, 
actions, schedule and even expectations. The comfortable 
will no longer be acceptable, I will need the radical pur-
suit of God if I am to move out from the normalized faith 
I currently have into the transformative faith that God 
wants for me.  

The danger in sharing my struggles with a sub-par, but 
normalized version of Christianity is two-fold. First, I 
may be judged. Such confessions can easily turn and bite 
a person in the rump. This can become the fuel for others 
to attack, dismiss or even stir up strife against a person.  
Changes like these mean misunderstandings, even being 
labeled ‘radical’ but I think the apostles understood that 
and found the cost worth the benefit of pursing Christ 
with abandon. A failure to confess leaves me in the place 
of not letting others know that I need to change and giv-
ing them the opportunity to challenge me and spur me on 
to greater faithfulness.  

 

...continued on page two 
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Items of Interest from January's 
Council Meeting 
By Mike Boer 
 

Notable Notes from Council 

Continuing an excellent book discussion on “Sticking 
Points” by Haydn Shaw. The discussion was about how 
different generations deal with feedback and having fun 
at work. 

Passed minutes from last month’s meeting 

Church Vitality Renewal – Pulse survey to start on the 
last Sunday of this month, 1-29-2017 to 2-12-2017. 
Help will be available for those not online or feel that 
they are not computer savvy. A computer is available 
for use during office hours for someone to take the sur-
vey and if needed we can receive a paper copy and then 
we can have the secretary enter the info. The council 
asks that all members take the time, about 20 minutes or 
so, to fill out the survey so we can use the results to plan 
our future direction. 

Envision Mission’s Jesus Gathering is meeting in our 
sanctuary the second Sunday of every month at 4:30 PM 

The council is working with Legacy Church and 
LOWPC to update our street sign. We are sharing the 
cost equally to reskin the sign. 

The council is working on an updated job description 
for the Church Administrative Assistant. 

Rebecca Roberts is working on a Home Evangelism 
project proposal. Stay tuned for more info. 

The Vitality team is working on the next committee of 7 
to 8 people to replace the existing team. This team will 
analyze the Pulse findings and act as liaison with the 
Council and our outside support group. 

 

 

Home Mission project updates 

The Home Mission steering committee is set. 
Thank you to Lou Kooistra, Mike Button, Don 
Vander Pol, Dan Obbink and Michael Boer in plan-
ning this project.  The committee will be working 
on cost estimation and schedule planning,  Dave 
Richards has offered to check in with the City of 
Bellingham's Planning Department to see if any 
permits are needed for this project.  Timeline is not 
set at this moment. 

What have we normalized?...cont. from 
page one 

Without confession, I will likely just stay the same.  With 
confession there is a chance that I can grow. But this 
leads me to the second danger of confession. I may find 
others who say, I struggle with that too but its okay. I un-
derstand the words, but in fact, it isn’t okay. Confession 
has a way of creating small groups who just coddle and 
incubate continued sin instead of rising up in revolt of sin 
and spurring one another onward.  When we confess and 
find that no one else seriously wants to make progress, the 
danger is that we doubt whether the desires of God are 
really his intention for us. We think, “Maybe if no one 
else feels this way, I am the abnormal one.” This just 
thrusts us back into the abnormally normalized faith that 
plagues so many in the church. 

So what is the solution? The solution is finding a small 
group of people who agree that our normals aren’t nor-
mal. After this, the next step is honestly holding each oth-
er accountable to a more passionate and vibrant walk with 
Christ. If you want a new normal in your faith, I would 
love to have you walk with me and together we can en-
courage one another, for if one walks alone and falls, who 
will pick him up, but if one walks with another, he can be 
raised (Ecclesiastes 4:10). 

 

 

Annual Day of Prayer 
Synod has designated Wednesday, March 8, 2017, 
as the Annual Day of Prayer. All Christian Reformed 
Church congregations are requested to assemble to 
ask for God’s blessing upon the world, our nations, 
crops and industry, and the church worldwide.  

Our church council is requesting our members join 
them in prayer at 7 to 7:45pm on March 8, to pray 
with them prior to the monthly council meeting. 
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Master Calendar Jan -June  
 

Monday, Jan. 2, GEMS 

Monday, Jan. 9 Friendship 

Monday, Jan. 16, GEMS 

Monday, Jan. 23 Friendship service project 

Sunday, Feb. 5, TAG gathering/Super Bowl Party 

Monday, Feb. 6, GEMS 

Monday, Feb. 13, Friendship 

Monday, Feb. 20, GEMS 

Monday, Feb. 27, Friendship 

Sunday, March 5, TAG gathering 

Monday, March 6, GEMS 

Wednesday, March 8, Day of Prayer 

Monday, March 13, Friendship 

Monday, March 20, GEMS 

Monday, March 27, Friendship 

Sunday, April 2, TAG gathering 

Monday, April 3, NO GEMS 

Monday, April 10, Friendship – Easter class 

Friday, April 14, Good Friday Service 

Sunday, April 16, Easter  

Monday, April 17, GEMS 

Sunday, April 23, Friendship Sunday 

Monday, April 24, Friendship 

Sunday, April 30, GEMS Sunday 

Sunday, April 30, 6:30pm Kings Men of Song 

Monday, May 1, GEMS 

Sunday, May 7, Congregational Meeting to Approve 
Elder/Deacon slate 

 TAG gathering 

Monday, May 8, Friendship – end of the year 

                  Potluck 

Sunday, May 14, Mother’s Day 

Wednesday, May 17 Team Leaders Mtg. 

Monday, May 15, GEMS Family Celebration 

Sunday, May21, Elder/Deacon lots drawn 

Sunday, May 28, last Sunday school class 

Sunday, June 4, TAG gathering 

Sunday, June 18, Father’s Day 
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Deacon's Digest 
By Terry Vander Woude 
 

The Deacons have received several requests through 
Love, INC to help assist those who have heating bills 
they are unable to pay. The offering taken on January 29 
was specifically designated to help Love, INC. meet this 
need in our community.  

The churches in Whatcom County are committed to 
helping those in our community. Love, INC is a clearing 
house that keeps track of local resources available, this 
could be which church helps with bus passes, has show-
er facilities, serves a meal, etc. Often our church will 
receive a request to help someone move, clean their 
apartment, provide a $10 gas voucher (through our Be-
nevolence Fund), take a person to a medical appoint-
ment.  

Currently, the church secretary sends out an email to the 
members with the request from Love, INC. If you would 
be willing to be on the call-list to help with one of these 
requests, please let the office know. 

  

Giving in December 2016 
 
        Dec     Year-to- 
     Date 
Designated Fund Offerings:   $  1,261 $    1,261 
 
General Fund Offerings        $17,765 $  17,765 
Rent / Utilities Income      2,000       2,000 
Total Undesignated Income    19,765     19,765 
General Fund Expenses   (19,975)    (19,975) 
Income Over(Under) Expenses $    (211) $      (211) 
 
Total 2017 budget, including ministry quotas  $ 222,173 
Year-to-Date Budget for 1 month   $   18,514 
Total Undesignated Income        19,765 
Income Over (Under) Budget    $     1,251 
 
Loan Balances: 
 Classis:  $ 20,000 
 
 

Congregational Birthdays 
For February 

 
08 Brian Koning 
08 Joanne Schultz 
11 Phil Skovron 
13 Aleya Cunningham 
15 Jessie Figenbaum 
17 Faye Hop 
17 Ida Richards 
19 Tanya Obbink 
20 Josiah Cunningham 
26 Jen Roberts 
 

Northwest Hispanic Ministry 
Report for January 2017 
By Joe Strong 

When I go into the jail on Mondays, there are always lots 
of people waiting for me. Before entering, I ask God to 
lead me to the people He has chosen. The most amazing 
visits take place. I speak to man after man after man. 
This past Monday, I met Cody,  a man of 28 who had 
never spoken to a chaplain before. He has been jailed for 
8 months. I had the opportunity to share the new life in 
Jesus with him. I explained Galatians 5, the very chapter 
that I had preached on one day before. New life comes 
from death to our old self, our old nature. He was sur-
prised about what I was telling him. Other men tell me 
their stories and I pray with each person. One of my fa-
vorite visits every week is with a man who had been a 
pastor for several years and faithfully leads a Bible study 
every evening in his pod. I witness many tears and heart 
breaks. I sometimes call loved ones afterwards. I see 
God moving in tremendous ways. 

After being in jail for several hours on Monday, I had 
two visits afterwards at the hospital. I like visiting. I pray 
with family, friends and the person I came to visit. After 
I left the hospital that evening, I had an extreme feeling 
of pleasure. I felt good about the way God used me 
throughout the entire day. 

Saturdays are my days to visit homes of members of our 
churches. I met with Juan who was experiencing a long 
time marriage breakdown. His wife informed me the 
week before that he was hitting the bottle nearly every 
evening. I had the privilege to sit and enjoy a very good 
conversation about stress, loneliness and how to love 
when the fire has gone out. Juan has no friends. He is 
always in church but needs others in his life. I will be 
seeing more of Juan. Pray. 

Our Bridges of Hope transformational house in Lynden 
is doing very well. Keep praying for wisdom as we work 
with men who want to change and start life over again. 
Sonlight CRC in Lynden donated 100 locking chairs to 
our Amor Viviente Church. Bargains Galore, a second 
hand store in Mt. Vernon, has donated a large amount of 
clothes to the jail. People come in wearing the clothes on 
their backs and need more clothing when they are re-
leased in the winter time.  

Our Amor Viviente Church celebrated 10 years at the 
beginning of 2017. Our Vida Nueva Church is about 20 
years old. Thank you, Jesus 

I thank God for all the prayers and financial support that 
you provide. 

(NWHM, 701 W Blackburn Rd. Mount Vernon WA 
98273) 
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Broken People/Proud People 
Nancy DeMoss 

 
Our generation has been programmed to pursue happiness, wholeness, good feelings about 
ourselves, positive self-image, and affirmation. But god is not as interested in these ends as 
we are. He is more committed to making us holy than making us happy. And there is only 
one pathway to holiness, and that is the pathway of humility or brokenness. 
 
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be of a humble 
spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.” Prov. 16:18 
 
Brokenness does not mean, as some think, having a sad, gloomy, downcast countenance-
never smiling or laughing. It is possible to shed buckets of tears, without ever experiencing a 
moment of brokenness. Brokenness is not a feeling: it is a choice, an act of will. 
 
Brokenness is a lifestyle of unconditional, absolute surrender of my will to the will of God – 
a hart attitude that says, “Yes, Lord!” to whatever God says. 
 
Brokenness means the shattering of my self-will, so that the life and Spirit of the Lord may 
be released through me. 
 
Brokenness is my response of humility and obedience to the conviction of the Word and 
Spirit of God. And as the conviction is continuous, so must the brokenness be continuous. 
 
Finally, do the very thing you know God wants you to do, but your flesh is telling you not to 
do! 
 
Ultimately, brokenness is a matter of surrendering control of my life to God. The heart that 
has been emptied of itself and broken of its willfulness and resistance, is the heart that will 
experience the filling and the reviving of our glorious, holy God, who humbled Himself, that 
He might lift us up. 
 
Every great movement of God is preceded by a season of humility and repentance and a 
time of tearing down walls, of getting honest with God and others about your true spiritual 
condition. It may be hard. It may hurt. But in the end, God will use your brokenness to re-
store your ‘first love’ for Jesus, rekindle your spiritual fire, reconcile your relationships, and 
repair your life. A richer, deeper, more God-filled life is waiting for you. And it all begins 
with Brokenness. 
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Proud 
 Focus on the failures of others. 
 Have a critical fault-finding spirit; look at everyone 

else’s faults with a microscope, but their own with a 
telescope. 

 Are self-righteous; look down on others. 
 Have an independent, self-sufficient spirit. 
 Have to prove that they are right. 
 Claim rights; have a demanding spirit. 
 Are self-protective of their time, their rights and 

their reputation. 
 Desire to be serve. 
 Desire to be a success. 
 Desire self-advancement. 
 Have a drive to be recognized and appreciated. 
 Are wounded when others are promoted and they 

are overlooked. 
 Have a subconscious feeling, “this ministry /church 

is privileged to have me and my gifts;” think of what 
they can do for God. 

 Feel confident in how much they know. 
 Are self-conscious. 
 Keeps others at arms length. 
 Are quick to blame others. 
 Are unapproachable or defensive when criticized. 
 Are concerned with being respectable, with what 

others think; work to protect their image and repu-
tation. 

 Find it difficult to share their spiritual need with oth-
ers. 

 Want to be sure that no one finds out when they’ve 
sinned; the instinct is to cover up. 

 Have a hard time saying, “I was wrong, will you 
please forgive me?” 

 Tend to deal in generalities when confessing sin. 
 Are concerned about the consequences of their sin. 
 Are remorseful over their sin, sorry that they got 

found out or caught. 
 Wait for the other to come and ask forgiveness 

when there is a misunderstanding or conflict in a 
relationship. 

 Compare themselves to others and feel worthy of 
honor. 

 Don’t think they have anything to repent of. 
 Don’t think they need revival – but they’re sure eve-

ryone else does. 

Broken 
 Are overwhelmed with a sense of their own spiritual 

need. 
 Are compassionate; can forgive much because they 

know how much they have been forgiven. 
 Esteem all to others better than themselves. 
 Are willing to yield the need to be right. 
 Yield their rights; have a meek spirit. 
 Are elf-denying. 
 Are motivated to serve others. 
 Have a sense of their own unworthiness; are thrilled 

God would use them at all. 
 Are eager for others to get credit and rejoice when 

others are lifted up. 
 Have a heart attitude that says, “I don’t deserve to 

have a part in any ministry;” know that they have 
nothing to offer God except the life of Jesus flowing 
through their broken lives. 

 Are humbled by how very much they have to learn. 
 Are not concerned with self promotion. 
 Are willing to risk getting close to others and loving 

intimately. 
 Accept personal responsibility and see where they 

are wrong in a situation. 
 Receive criticism with a humble spirit. 
 Are concerned with being real; what matters to 

them is not what others think but what God knows; 
are willing to die to their own reputation. 

 Are willing to be open and transparent with others 
as God directs. 

 Once broken, don’t care who knows or who finds 
out; are willing to be exposed because they have 
nothing to lose. 

 Are quick to admit failure and seek forgiveness when 
necessary. 

 Are able to acknowledge specifics when confessing 
their sin. 

 Are grieved over the cause, the root of their sin. 
 Are truly, genuinely repentant over their sin, evi-

denced in the fact that they forsake that sin. 
 Take the initiative to be reconciled when there is 

misunderstanding or conflict in relationships; they 
race to the cross; they see if they can get there first, 
no matter how wrong the other may have been. 

 Compare themselves to the holiness of God and feel 
a desperate need for His mercy. 

 Walk in the light. 
 Realize they have a need of a continual heart of re-

pentance. 
 Continually sense their need for a fresh encounter 

with God and for a fresh filing of His Holy Spirit. 
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Offering Schedule 
2/ 5 General Fund 

2/12 General Fund 

2/19 Outreach Fund 

2/26 General Fund 

The Deacons request you designate on your check each 
Sunday which fund it is for. 
 

Ushering Schedule 

2/ 5 Joe Pruitt, Don Knutson 

2/12 Deloris Perry and Elaine Snapper 

2/19 Helen Bowman and Lou Kooistra 

2/26 Len Vander Woude and Bud Brouwer 

 

Children & Worship Schedule 
2/ 5 Diane Button and Ali Laninga 

2/12 Diane Button and Amber Obbink 

2/19 Dan Obbink and Kylie Thramer 

2/26 Jen Roberts 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
2/ 5 Christine Speyer and Ida Richards 

2/12 Christine Speyer and Ida Richards 

2/19 Christine Speyer and Ida Richards 

2/26 Mike Boer and Ida Richards 

 

 

 

When you love someone you 
don’t make time, you find time. 

Preaching Series: 

2/ 5 Guest Pastor—Alvin Vander Griend 

2/12 Jonah 3:1-10 Sent Again 

2/19 Jonah 3:10-4:3 Issues of the Heart 

2/26 Jonah 4:4-11 The God Who Seeks and Saves the  
 Lost 

 

Greeters Schedule 

      Outside Doors  

2/ 5 Bud and Lorraine Brouwer 

2/12 Lisa Oppenhuizen and Helen Bowman 

2/19 Lanny and Christine Speyer 

2/26 Karen Smith and Chris Pike 

 

Serving Assistants Schedule 

2/ 5 Amber, Mattea, Caleb, Faith 

2/12 Michael, Maggie, Grace, Clara 

2/19 Kylie, Abee, Micah, Amber 

2/26 Thad, Mattea, Caleb, Faith 

 

 

Coffee/Snack Schedule 
2/ 5 Megan Speyer, Christine Speyer 

2/12 Ruth Stadt, Donna Van Beek 

2/19 Terry Vander Woude, Tena Vanderpol 

2/26 Barb Zylstra, Jenn Boer 

 

Prayer Room 
2/ 5 Don Vanderpol 

2/12 Len Vander Woude 

2/19 Jay Kaemingk 

2/26 Terry Vander Woude Page Seven 



 

February 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9:45 Women’s 
SG 

10am Men’s 
social grp 

7pm Elders and 
Deacons 

Meet 

2 

6:30am Men’s 
SG Meets 

 
7pm Men’s SG 

meets 
7pm Praise 

Team 

3 4 

5 

9:30 Worship 
11:00 SS 

 
3:00pm TAG 

and Super 
Bowl Party 

6 

6:30pm GEMS 
Meets 

7 8 

9:45 Women’s 
SG 

10am Men’s 
social grp 

7pm Council 
meets 

9 
6:30am Men’s 

SG Meets 
 

7pm Men’s SG 
meets 

7pm Praise 
Team 

10 11 

12 

9:30 Worship 
11:00 SS 

4:30pm Envi-
sion Mission 

4:30pm Roberts  
Grp meets 

7pm Laninga 
Grp Meets 

13 

7pm  
Friendship 

Meets 

14 

6:30pm Boers 
Grp Meets 

 
7pm Women’s 

SG Meets 

15 

 
9:45 Women’s 

SG 
10am Men’s 

social grp 

 

 
6:30am Men’s 

SG Meets 
 

7pm Men’s SG 
meets 

7pm Praise 
Team 

17 18 

19 

9:30 Worship 
11:00 SS 

20 

6:30pm GEMS 
Meets 

21 22 

 
9:45 Women’s 

SG 
10am Men’s 

social grp 

 

23 
6:30am Men’s 

SG Meets 
 

7pm Men’s SG 
meets 

7pm Praise 
Team 

24 25 

26 

9:30 Worship 
11:00 SS 

4:30pm Roberts 
Grp Meets 

7pm Laninga 
Grp Meets 

27 

7pm  
Friendship 

Meets 

28 

6:30pm Boers 
Grp Meets 

 
7pm Women’s 

SG Meets 

    


