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The Temptation to Rest 

By Pastor Scott 

Rest is a good thing. After a fun-packed, China adven-
ture, replete with mountains, cities, a new son, exotic 
food, great entertainment and hard beds – I enjoyed re-
turning to my home for a few days of rest.  

Rest is good.                                                                   
But too much rest is dangerous to one’s health.  

For those whom nature has put in bed for long periods of 
time, the lack of movement and constant resting produces 
bedsores, lethargy, and muscle atrophy. 

The same is true in the spiritual life. When our lives are 
structured around finding ease and rest instead of work-
ing and laboring for the kingdom, we are endangering our 
spiritual health. God intended for His people to rest one 
day in seven; that is a gift.  

Exodus 31:13 reminds us that the Sabbath 
was given as ‘a sign…so you may know that 

I am the LORD, who makes you holy.’   

The people of God weren’t to rest every day from work-
ing, or from obedience, or from extending the influence 
of God. For six days, they were to strive at these things, 
but once a week, they were to rest and remember that 
their holiness wasn’t found in these tasks. It was to be 
found in the gift of God. But that rest was to be a short, 
periodic reminder of true holiness, not the evil of labor-
ing. 

This is a lesson which many need to remember. Whether 
it is the younger generation which has elevated rest and 
play and fun to the central theme of one’s life, or the old-
er generation that sees retirement as a time to sit back and 
pursue one’s own agenda (this too is a form of rest), all of 
modern life is inundated with the false notion that labor is 
dangerous to one’s health. But the truth is, not laboring is 
more dangerous. When we fail to labor for the kingdom, 
we are failing to exercise and grow our spiritual muscles 

and so we fall prey to the laws of nature and the wiles of 
the enemy. We become small-minded, small-hearted, 
small-visioned Christians. We fail to participate in the 
Kingdom of God and see it grow in our midst. And that 
does great damage to our spiritual lives by removing the 
hope, the joy, the answered prayers, and the conviction 
that God’s word is powerful and to be trusted today to 
change people and nations and situations. 

The same lesson is true for churches. The church is an 
organic whole; a body. When the church gathers together, 
we are like a single organism. If some of our members are 
eager to work, but others are unwilling to rise from their 
places of rest and engage, then the body suffers. Sure, for 
a while, some members can compensate and work harder, 
just like some muscles can take up the slack for the weak-
er ones. But over time, the weaknesses will shine through 
and that weak muscle will become the limiting factor to 
accomplishing greater works. If the gym has taught me 
anything, it is that my weakest muscles ache the most and 
they try to convince me not to workout anymore. But it is 
precisely this muscle whining that forces me to press on 
and work them harder, so that I can be stronger. So too in 
the church, our weakest areas ought to be radically 
worked, despite the pain and the calls for more rest. It is 
only the work that will strengthen them. 

So, what does this mean for Hope in Christ? 
There are two points of application I would like to 

make.  

The first is that we have been working hard for the past 
three years overcoming our difficulties, and we have 
made wonderful strides in communication, self-reflection, 
and in planning for the future. This labor has been hard 
and fraught with many perils, but we have grown and 
look more like Christ today than we did a few years ago. 
Praise the Lord! But it is this hard-won labor and the 
fruits it has born that might make some among us tempted 
to say, “Let’s just rest and quit pressing onward. We are 
healthier now. (See we are a stable church.)” While I un
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derstand the temptation, for I hear it’s tempting offer, I 
would challenge us to continue pressing onward. It is 
really hard to get back off the couch once you lie down, 
just as it is hard to start working out again once you’ve 
take a few weeks off. (I know, China has taught me that 
too.) Let’s fight for the Lord. Let’s press on and find our 
rest each morning in the gospel, but  work hard each day 
to become all that God intends us to be. Let’s press on 
toward becoming a healthy, missional church. 

The second point of application has to do with our 
weakest muscle. Intentional evangelism is our self-
identified puny muscle. As Aaron Speyer once drew a 
caricature of me with one of his arms and one of mine, 
so we are a church with a strong muscle of fellowship 
and caring (think Aaron’s giant biceps) and a weak mus-
cle of evangelism (imagine my puny bicep). Let’s com-
mit to getting trained in how to share our faith naturally 
in daily life. (On the first Sunday of every month we are 
providing some of those tools at our 6 pm service.) Let’s 
commit to asking the hard questions of ourselves. Ques-
tions like “What keeps me from talking about my faith? 
Why am I scared to speak to my coworkers about 
Christ? How could I approach my children with the 
good news again? Do I really believe there is a hell and 
people I know are going there?” Questions like these, if 
we will truly answer them and then seek to rectify our 
weaknesses, will help us to exercise our weak muscles 
so that we become a more balanced church without the 
bedsores and the atrophy of failing to see the lost be 
saved.   

So, find your rest and find it in Christ. But let that 
rest recharge your soul for the spiritual battle 

which is being waged all around you. And then go 
out and fight for the Lord each day, every day. 

 

Compelling Christian           
Community  

By Ev Kooistra 

Compelling Christian Community - one of the Missional 
Markers recently adopted by the Vitality Team is de-
scribed as follows:  

• We understand that our love for one another is a 
powerful testimony to the deity of Jesus.  

• We love each other as we are, not as we should be. 

• We share life together beyond the worship service.  

The supporting scripture for this marker is found in Acts 
2:42-47 where we read:  

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many 

wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in com-
mon. They sold property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. 

What does it mean to be compelling? When I looked it up 
I found descriptors like: inspiring conviction in a power-
fully irresistible way; not able to be resisted; persuasive; 
compulsive; certainty; confidence and exciting.  

How does this fit in with Acts 2:42-47? The believer’s 
faith, along with the Holy Spirit’s leading, gave them a 
yearning and a desire to be together. They felt a longing 
and conviction from the Spirit, they were compelled to 
love and care for each other as Christ loved them. They 
prayed together, studied together, they fellowshipped with 
each other, they shared Communion together, broke bread 
together. As Pastor John MacArthur noted in the Study 
Guide Series of 1st Corinthians, “The expression 
“breaking of bread” probably refers to receiving the 
Lord’s Supper along with a common meal known as the 
Love Feast.” With glad and sincere hearts, they shared a 
love feast together, they had potlucks!  

Ordinary people like each of us, cared for each other be-
cause they were compelled by the power of the Holy Spir-
it to look out for each other, they were strengthened by 
being of a common mind, they loved each other as they 
were, despite their humanness and failures. I imagine they 
struggled at times, like we sometimes do today. But their 
love for the Lord was strong, it compelled them to serve 
each other, and that became their testimony.  

When we, the community at Hope in Christ Church, share 
our lives beyond the worship on Sunday we mirror the 
Christians in Acts, so that as in Acts 2:47b, “the Lord will 
add to our numbers daily those who are being saved.”   

Because we love the Lord, by the power of the Holy Spir-
it, we’ll feel compelled to share our life together, break 
bread together, have a potluck love feast together; to truly 
care for each other and those being saved - every day.  
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Giving in November 2017 
 
          Nov    Year-to-Date 
Designated Fund Offerings:   $ 2,374 $  56,757 
 
General Fund Offerings        $15,894 $193,851 
Rent / Utilities Income         806     23,434 
Total Undesignated Income    16,700   217,285 
General Fund Expenses   (16,839)  (217,033) 
Income Over(Under) Expenses $    (139) $       252 
 
Total 2017 budget, including ministry quotas  $ 222,173 
Year-to-Date Budget for 12 months  $ 222,173 
Total Undesignated Income      217,285 
Income Over (Under) Budget    $    (4,888) 
 
Loan Balances: 
 Classis:  $ 17,500 

Items of Interest from              
December's Council Meeting 

By Joe Pruitt 

Members Present: Pastor Scott Roberts, Joe Pruitt, 
Rockelle Ruiter, Avis Kaemingk, Michael Boer, Ter-
ry Vander Woude, Don Recker, Lou Kooistra, Dan 
Obbink, Lisa DeSalvo, Jerry Hop  

Special guest Herm Laninga talked discussed the kick
-off of “The Story” Bible study. Congregational par-
ticipation during adult Sunday school will be encour-
aged..  The books are ready for distribution. 

Council approved the membership of new HCC 
members Marjie Herold, and Bruce & Nancy Cook.. 

The portable is scheduled to be moved on December 
18th. 

Family Promise of Whatcom County is aiming to 
start in March. 

Council is continuing the study, “Effective Leader-
ship in the Church - Sustaining Pastoral Excellence in 
the Christian Reformed Church.” 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
 

7 pm Elders 
Deacons 

4 
6:30am 

Men’s Support 
7pm 

Men’s Bible 
Study, 

5 6 

7 
9:30 Worship & 

Communion 
11:00 Sunday 

School 
 

6:00 TAG 

8 
 

7 pm 
Friendship  

Class 

9 
 

6:30 pm  
Boer’s Bible 

Study 

10 
9:45 Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

7 pm 
Council 

11 
6:30am 

Men’s Support 
7pm 

Men’s Bible 
Study, 

Praise Team 

12 13 

14 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Sunday 

School 
 

4:30 Jesus  
Gathering 

15 
 

6pm GEMS 

16 
 

6pm Richards 
Bible Study 

17 
9:45 Women’s 

Bible Study 
1 pm 

Heartbeat  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

18 
6:30am 

Men’s Support 
7pm 

Men’s Bible 
Study, 

Praise Team 

19 20 

21 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Sunday 

School 

22 
 

7 pm 
Friendship 

Class   

23 
 

6:30 pm  
Boer’s Bible 

Study 

24 
9:45 Women’s 

Bible Study 
 

7 pm 
Worship  

Planning Team 

25 
6:30am 

Men’s Support 
7pm 

Men’s Bible 
Study, 

Praise Team 

26 27 

28 
9:30 Worship 
11:00 Sunday 

School 
4:30 Roberts 

Group 

29 
 

6pm GEMS 

30 31 
 

9:45 Women’s 
Bible Study 

   



Co-Laborers in 
the Ministry 

Jen & Scott Roberts 

Hope in Christ, our family 
wishes to thank you for 
your partnership in the gospel ministry of caring for or-
phans. As many of you know, 12 months ago we stepped 
out to begin another adoption. Last December when we 
prayerfully decided that Elisha was to be our son, we had 
no idea how much it would cost, nor how God would 
provide for those costs. But we knew that the Lord pro-
vides for the ministry He calls us into, so we sent our first 
$5,000 off to the adoption agency. (I, Scott, had previ-
ously told God that I only had $5,000 available to con-
tribute to the adoption with the college tuition and other 
bills we were facing.  God asked me to contribute it all 
within 3 days of deciding to go forward.) Through prayer 
and steps of faith we completed each step along the way. 
When various amounts were due, we would scrimp here 
and there. We applied for grants and received many. And 
I am ashamed to admit that I experienced a lot of stress 
along the way. (Oh, me of little faith.) 
But God provided all along the way through his people. 
Through this process, the generosity of Hope in Christ 
was instrumental in our ability to follow through on 
God’s leading for our family.  At first, you provided a lot 
of stuff for the largest adoption garage sale we have had 
as a church. Over $4,000 was raised to be given towards 
adoption costs. Then through quiet giving, the adoption 
fund grew, and you helped at three different times to cov-
er various costs - agency fees, plane tickets, etc. All told, 
Hope in Christ contributed more than $12,000 towards 
bringing Elisha into our family and God’s church. You 
really are co-laborers for the Kingdom of God and we 
stand amazed at your generosity and God’s gracious pro-
vision. We stand amazed at what a great work God did 
through his people spread across the country.   
At present, the total costs of the adoption (fees, travel, 
etc) stand around $38,000. That is a sizable amount. (Of 
what cost is the ransom of a life?  More than this.) Of 
that amount, God provided $31,000 in grants and gifts 
from various Christian organizations, much of that in the 
final weeks before traveling.  Remember that $5,000 lim-
it I had? It turns out God knew we had $7,000 available, 
and he expected it from us. This has been a walk of faith 
for our family. Along the way, God asked us to raid sav-
ing accounts, to forego wants, and to stretch ourselves to 
love a child without a family. He even laid it upon our 
heart to help another family who is adopting, though we 
still had financial costs ourselves. But while in China, 
God provided grants to cover the money we had spent 
but ‘didn’t have’ if we were going to pay the girls college 
tuition by December 31.   
Ministry isn’t easy. And its timing is seldom convenient 
to our desires.  But co-laboring with the Lord is exciting, 
stretching and awe inspiring.  Thanks for co-laboring 

with God and us.  Thanks for forgoing your wants so that 
another child might find the Hope we have in Christ as we 
live our and proclaim the gospel.  We look forward to 
seeing what great things, beyond our ability to fathom or 
provide, God still has in store for Hope in Christ Church 
in the coming years. Let’s keep co-laboring with Christ and 
each other. 
 

 

Hope is on the Way!                
Save the Date for the                 
Interfaith Hope Auction! 
Interfaith Coalition’s Hope Auction happens on Saturday, 
March 24, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The auction will take 
place at the Four Points by Sheraton. 

Whatcom County’s friendliest benefit features fellowship, 
inspiration, hope and lively bidding on great auction 
items. Please join us as we continue in our work of ensur-
ing that all children have a safe, warm place to call home. 
You can help in these ways:   

• Do you have an auction item to donate? A service you 
offer, your own artwork, gift certificate, tickets to 
popular sporting events, vacation home getaway, …
let your imagination soar and think of what you might 
be able to donate, and get in touch with us! 

• Buy tickets to the auction. Tickets are $65 each, in-
cluding dinner.  

• Become a business sponsor or ask your favorite busi-
nesses or employers to support Interfaith with a dedi-
cated donation.  

We make a difference in the lives of homeless children 
and their families, and with your support, we will be serv-
ing additional families through our new program, Family 
Promise. A father whose family stayed in Interfaith emer-
gency housing shared his appreciation, ““We want to 
thank Interfaith for giving me and my family a safe place 
to call home.  It was a life changing experience. It took us 
out of our darkest moments and showed us the light of 
people who care.”  

To donate an auction item and purchase tickets, please 
contact Interfaith Coalition at 360-734-3983 or through 
the website: www.interfaith-coalition.org 



 

Merry 
Christmas 
and Happy 
New Year 
from 
GEMS ! 

 

The GEMS Girls 
Club has just completed their Butter Braid fundraiser and 
would like to thank you for your support through orders, 
donations, and prayers. We were able to raise $500 for 
our girls to attend the GEMS Camp, June 8-10 at Lake 
Retreat Conference Center, Ravensdale, WA.   

GEMS is an exciting, safe environment for girls to learn 
about God, His Word and world. Girls are organized into 
small groups with one counselor. This year we have twen-
ty girls and our counselors are: Tricia Bravener, Jolene 
Skovron, Jennifer Boer and Darlys Recker. Each year we 
focus on a specific theme. This year’s theme is "Walking 
in His Steps" (1John 2:6), a theme well-suited to our pas-
tor’s Sunday series in I John. At each meeting, the girls 
enjoy praise and worship, a Bible lesson, badges and 
crafts that help us focus on what it means to walk in Jesus' 
steps.  

We also have a service project each year. For the last few 
years we have been supporting the Esther School in Zam-
bia. Last year, through the Pocket-Change Jars, ba-
zaar fundraisers (thanks to Mattea's hard work), and But-
ter Braids, we contributed $1150 to the school, along with 
166 cards created for the students and teachers. The 
school opened five years ago and began as an outreach 
ministry of GEMS Girls' Clubs. They are now a division 
of Dynamic Youth Ministries. We have a couple of girls 
who have expressed a desire to visit the Esther school. To 
learn more about the Esther school, go to their web-
site: https://www.estherschool.org  

Did you know that GEMS has gone GLOBAL? Since 
2005, the GEMS board and staff have been prayerfully 
considering how GEMS can expand beyond the United 
States and Canada. Now, after twelve years of develop-
ing new curriculum, building relationships, and training 
leaders - GEMS presence around the world continues to 
grow. We are currently active in seventteen countries 
(Australia, Belize, Canada, China, Ghana, Kenya, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, Philippines, Rwanda, South Africa, 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United States, Zam-
bia, and Zimbabwe) and seek to help bring girls every-
where into a living, dynamic relationship with Jesus 
Christ! 

Submitted by Darlys Recker, club coordinator, with portions 
copied from the GEMS website.  

GEMS Name, Mission and Vision 

GEMS is an acronym for Girls Everywhere Meeting the 
Savior.  

The mission of GEMS Girls’ Clubs is to help bring girls 
into a living, dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ. The 
verse we recite or sing at each meeting is Micah 6:8, “What 
does the Lord require of us?  To act justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God.”   

Our vision is to see girls around the world actively and en-
thusiastically expressing love for God and others—girls 
equipped, motivated, and passionately engaged in living 
out their faith. 

Together, our goal for every club meeting is to grow bigger 
hearts. Together, we will learn how to love and care for one 
another, other people, ourselves, and our relationship with 
God. And we’ll do this by learning about Jesus Christ; 
what He has done for us, and His plans for each of our 
lives. 

You can learn more about the GEMS ministry on their 
website: https://gemsgc.org/whatisgems/mission/ 

Family Promise of Whatcom 
County Update 

By Herm and Ali Laninga 
Last month we shared the steps being taken to ensure that 
Family Promise (FP), an effort to raise families out of pov-
erty and into a sustainable living style that includes having 
a home for the family, is on a trajectory to meet their goal 
of accepting families at the end of March or soon thereaf-
ter! Some highlights since the Nov. update include: 

• The Chuckanut matching fund offer of 20K has been 
met by local giving. 

• FP received a Whatcom Community Project Neighbor-
ly Grant of 5K. 

• Two major grants are being pursued with Murdock and 
Medina. 

• The web and Facebook sites are up and running. 

Perhaps the biggest news item is that an executive director 
has been chosen. Sarah Lane of Bellingham has accepted 
the position and is eager to start. She had an impressive 
resume that included training at West Point and serving in 
the military five years. As an engineer officer, she was de-
ployed to Haiti to aid that impoverished nation. Since the 
service she is married, is a mother of four, and has been a 
teacher, writer, deputy coroner, volunteer coordinator for 
WSU, contracting officer for the U.S. Navy and finally a 
yoga and fitness instructor for the YMCA.  

We plan to keep you informed month-to-month on the pro-
gress that is being made. In the meantime, if you have 
questions on how you can be involved, contact anyone of 
us: Lorraine Brouwer, and Ali and Herm Laninga. 
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