
Confessional Statements 
 on the  

Civil Magistrates protecting and promoting the Church 
 

Religion is a Political Act 
 
Leviticus 24:15 “Say to the Israelites, ‘If anyone curses god, he will be held 
responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the Lord must be put to death. 
The entire assembly must stone him. Whether alien or native born, when he 
blasphemes the Name, he must be put to death.’” 

 
The body politic is to be involved in carrying out the punishment, even though 
it is a religious infraction. Why? Because, all things are inherently religious 
and matters of faith.  The use of the sword, is legitimately wielded by the 
government, in this case ‘the entire assembly’, not by the priests or the 
individuals. 

 
Numbers 15:32-36 is about a man who breaks the Sabbath gathering fire wood.  Like the 
blasphemer, he too must be stoned by the entire assembly. 

 
 
The Helvetian church ["The First Confession of Helvetia" 1536]  

 
History: 

The confession of the German-Swiss Reformation that was most important for a good 30 
years was the First Helvetian Confession or Confessio Helvetica Prior from the year 1536. 
Collaboratively planned and passed by the cities Zurich, Bern, Basel, Schaffhausen, St. 
Gallen, Mülhausen and Biel, and written above all by Leo Jud, it shows in concise and 
clear language the common principles of the early Swiss Reformation.1  
 

Since every magistrate is of God, it is (unless he would exercise tyranny) his chief duty, all 
blasphemy being repressed, to defend and provide for religion, and to execute this to his utmost 
strength, as the prophet teacheth out of the word; in which respect the pure and free preaching of 
God's word, a right, diligent, and well-instituted discipline of youth, citizens and scholars; a just 
and liberal maintenance of the ministers of the church, and a solicitous care of the poor, 
(whereunto all ecclesiastical means belong,) have the first place.  

 
"The Confession of Saxony" (1551)  

 
History 

was drawn up by Melanchthon for the Council of Trent, which, after a brief transfer to 
Bologna by Paul III., in March, 1547, was again convened at Trent by Julius III., May 1, 
1551. The German Emperor had previously (Feb. 13) invited the Protestant States to 
send delegates, promising them full protection, and his best endeavor to secure 'a 
Christian, useful reformation, and abrogation of improper doctrines and abuses.'2 
 

First, God would that the magistrate without all doubt should sound forth the voice of the moral 

                                                
1 http://www.reformiert-online.net/t/eng/bildung/grundkurs/gesch/lek6/print6.pdf 
2 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds1.viii.viii.html, section 341. 



law among men touching discipline, according to the Ten Commandments, or the law natural; 
that is he would first, by the voice of the magistrate, have sovereign and immutable laws to be 
propounded, forbidding the worship of idols, blasphemies, perjuries, unjust murders, wandering 
lusts, breach of wedlock, thefts and frauds in bargains, in contracts, and in judgments. . . . And 
well hath it been said of old, 'The magistrate is the keeper of the law;' that is, of the First and 
Second Table, as concerning discipline and good order."  

 
The French churches ["The Confession of France" 1559]  

 
History 

AKA Gallican Confession 
 
The Gallican Confession is the work of John Calvin, who prepared the first draft, and 
of his pupil, Antoine de la Roche Chandieu, who, with the Synod of Paris in 1559, 
brought it into its present enlarged shape.3 
 
On a visit to the mission church of Poitiers, after the holy communion, Chandieu was 
requested by the brethren to suggest to the church in Paris the importance of preparing a 
common confession of faith and order of discipline.946 Calvin was consulted, and sent 
three delegates with a draft of a confession to Paris. This was enlarged and adopted 
by the Synod at Paris, 1559; presented, with a Preface, to King Francis II. at Amboise, 
1560, and afterwards by Beza to Charles IX. at the religious conference in Poissy, 1561. 
It was revised and ratified at the seventh National Synod held at La Rochelle, 1571, with 
Beza as moderator, in the presence of the Queen of Navarre and her son (Henry IV.), 
and Admiral Coligny. Hence it is also called the 'Confession of Rochelle.'4 
 
A Faithful summary of Calvin’s doctrines. 
 

He also therefore committed the sword into the magistrates' hands, that they might repress faults 
committed not only against the second table, but also against the first. . . .  

 
"The Confession of Faith" of Scotland (1560)  

 
History 

The Reformed Church of Scotland was not legally recognized and established by 
Parliament till 1567, seven years after the Scotch Confession was adopted and the first 
General Assembly was held; but it existed in fact, under royal protest, as a voluntary 
body from December 3, 1557, when a number of Protestant nobles and gentlemen 
signed, at Edinburgh, a 'Covenant' to maintain, nourish, and defend to the death 'the 
whole Congregation of Christ, and every member thereof.'5 
 
The adoption of the Confession was followed (Aug. 24, 1560) by acts abolishing the 
mass, the jurisdiction of the pope, and rescinding all the laws formerly made in 
support of the Roman Catholic Church and against the Reformed religion. A 
messenger was dispatched with the Confession to Queen Mary, in Paris, to secure her 
ratification, but was not graciously received. Her heart's design was to restore in due 

                                                
3 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds1.ix.iii.i.html. Section 493. 
4 Ibid, section 494-5. 
5 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds1.ix.vii.iii.html. Section 680. 



time her own religion.6 
 

Moreover, to kings, princes, rulers, and magistrates, we affirm that chiefly and most principally 
the conservation and purgation of the religion appertains; so that not only they are appointed for 
civil policy, but also for maintenance of the true religion, and for suppressing of idolatry and 
superstition whatsoever: as in David, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, Josiah, and others, highly 
commended for their zeal in that case, may be espied.  

 
The Belgic church ["The Belgic Confession" 1561]  

 
36. Of Magistrates  
 
We believe that our gracious God, because of the depravity of mankind, has appointed kings, 
princes and magistrates, willing that the world should be governed by certain laws and policies; 
to the end that the dissoluteness of men might be restrained and all things carried on among them 
with good order and decency.  
 
For this purpose he has invested the magistracy with the sword, for the punishment of evildoers, 
and for the protection of them that do well. And their office is, not only to have regard unto, and 
watch for the welfare of the civil state; but also that they protect the sacred ministry; and thus 
may remove and prevent all idolatry and false worship; that the kingdom of antichrist may be 
thus destroyed and the kingdom of Christ promoted. They must therefore countenance the 
preaching of the Word of the gospel everywhere, that God may be honoured and worshipped by 
every one, as he commands in his Word.  
 
Moreover, it is the bounden duty of every one, of what state, quality, or condition soever he may 
be, to subject himself to the magistrates; to pay tribute, to show due honour and respect to them, 
and to obey them in all things which are not repugnant to the Word of God; to supplicate for 
them in their prayers, that God may rule and guide them in all their ways, and that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  
 
Wherefore we detest the Anabaptists and other seditious people, and in general all those who 
reject the higher powers and magistrates, and would subvert justice, introduce community of 
goods, and confound that decency and good order, which God has established among men.  
 

 
The CRCNA "The Belgic Confession" 2011]  
 

36. On Civil Rulers 
 
We believe that because of the depravity of the human race, our good God has ordained kings, 
princes, and civil officers. God wants the world to be governed by laws and policies so that 
human lawlessness may be restrained and that everything may be conducted in good order 
among human beings. 
 
For that purpose God has placed the sword in the hands of the government, to punish evil people 
and protect the good. And being called in this manner to contribute to the advancement of a 
society that is pleasing to God, the civil rulers have the task, subject to God’s law, of removing 
every obstacle to the preaching of the gospel and to every aspect of divine worship. They should 

                                                
6 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/creeds1.ix.vii.iii.html. Section 682. 



do this while completely refraining from every tendency toward exercising absolute authority, 
and while functioning in the sphere entrusted to them, with the means belonging to them. They 
should do it in order that the Word of God may have free course; the kingdom of Jesus Christ 
may make progress; and every anti-Christian power may be resisted. 
 
Moreover everyone, regardless of status, condition, or rank, must be subject to the government, 
and pay taxes, and hold its representatives in honor and respect, and obey them in all things that 
are not in conflict with God’s Word, praying for them that the Lord may be willing to lead them 
in all their ways and that we may live a peaceful and quiet life in all piety and decency. 

 
1561 2011 

We believe that our gracious God, because 
of the depravity of mankind, has appointed 
kings, princes and magistrates, willing that 
the world should be governed by certain 
laws and policies; to the end that the 
dissoluteness of men might be restrained 
and all things carried on among them with 
good order and decency.  

We believe that because of the depravity of 
the human race, our good God has ordained 
kings, princes, and civil officers. God 
wants the world to be governed by laws 
and policies so that human lawlessness may 
be restrained and that everything may be 
conducted in good order among human 
beings. 

 
For this purpose he has invested the 
magistracy with the sword, for the 
punishment of evildoers, and for the 
protection of them that do well. And their 
office is, not only to have regard unto, and 
watch for the welfare of the civil state; but 
also that they protect the sacred ministry; 
and thus may remove and prevent all 
idolatry and false worship; that the 
kingdom of antichrist may be thus 
destroyed and the kingdom of Christ 
promoted. They must therefore 
countenance the preaching of the Word of 
the gospel everywhere, that God may be 
honoured and worshipped by every one, as 
he commands in his Word.  

For that purpose God has placed the sword 
in the hands of the government, to punish 
evil people and protect the good. And being 
called in this manner to contribute to the 
advancement of a society that is pleasing to 
God, the civil rulers have the task, subject 
to God’s law, of removing every obstacle 
to the preaching of the gospel and to every 
aspect of divine worship. They should do 
this while completely refraining from every 
tendency toward exercising absolute 
authority, and while functioning in the 
sphere entrusted to them, with the means 
belonging to them. They should do it in 
order that the Word of God may have free 
course; the kingdom of Jesus Christ may 
make progress; and every anti-Christian 
power may be resisted. 

 
Moreover, it is the bounden duty of every 
one, of what state, quality, or condition 
soever he may be, to subject himself to the 
magistrates; to pay tribute, to show due 
honour and respect to them, and to obey 
them in all things which are not repugnant 
to the Word of God; to supplicate for them 
in their prayers, that God may rule and 
guide them in all their ways, and that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty.  

 

Moreover everyone, regardless of status, 
condition, or rank, must be subject to the 
government, and pay taxes, and hold its 
representatives in honor and respect, and 
obey them in all things that are not in 
conflict with God’s Word, praying for them 
that the Lord may be willing to lead them 
in all their ways and that we may live a 
peaceful and quiet life in all piety and 
decency. 

 



Wherefore we detest the Anabaptists and 
other seditious people, and in general all 
those who reject the higher powers and 
magistrates, and would subvert justice, 
introduce community of goods, and 
confound that decency and good order, 
which God has established among men.  

 

 
"The National Covenant" of Scotland (1638)  

 
History of the National Covenant7 

 
King James was the first Stuart King to rule over both England and Scotland in 1603.  
James was not a fan of Scottish Presbyterianism, in fact he declared, 

“Scottish Presbyterianism agrees as well with monarchy as God with the 
Devil.” 

 
When his son, Charles I, ascended the throne, he began to interfere with the Scottish 
Church by trying to establish and English Style Episcopacy, rule of bishops, which the 
King would appoint. This was 1636. 
 
In 1637 Charles tried to force high church worship ceremonies on the church of 
Scotland.  Her ministers and members strongly protested the king’s interference. When 
repeated petitions were rebuffed, the people refused to allow the civil governments to 
intrude in the worship. Charles declared all who resisted to be rebels, and alarmed that 
the Kings order stripped them of any legal recourse, they drafted the “National 
Covenant” pledging loyalty to the king in his proper sphere but promising to restore 
biblical worship and church government to the Church of Scotland.  10’s of 1000’s sign, 
nobles and commoners. 
 
Over the next few years, Charles kept trying by force, but the Scots raised an army 
and repulsed Charles reign. Ultimately Charles had to recall Parliament which he was 
loath to do and ultimately the Lex, Rex was written in this time frame.  Remember the 
Lex Rex was a document by Scottish Presbyterian Minister Samuel Rutherford that 
declared the King was under the Law not over it.    The book was declared treasonous, 
ultimately the king summoned Rutherford to try him, but he was seriously ill and died 
before he could be transported to trial.  Rutherford’s final words to the King’s 
messengers, “Tell them I have a summons already from a superior Judge, and I 
must answer my first summons; and, ere your day arrives, I will be where few kings 
and great folks come.” 

 
Structure of the Covenant 

The National Covenant consisted of three portions. The first was a reproduction of that 
older covenant, the King’s Confession of 1581; the second enumerated the various acts 
of the Scottish Parliament that condemned Popery and confirmed the privileges of the 
Reformed Church; the third was a gracious and emphatic protest against those alien 
modes of worship which had provoked the present troubles. Warrsiton was the author 

                                                
7 Richard Hannula, “Samuel Rutherford and resistance to a tyrranical state” IN Statism: The Shadows of 
another Night, ed. Charlie Rodriguez, (Tanglewood Publishing, 2015, p.47-51). 



of the second portion, and Alexander Henderson was the author of the third.8 
 
That all Kings and Princes at their coronation, and reception of their princely authority, shall 
make their faithful promise by their solemn oath, in the presence of the eternal God, that, 
enduring the whole time of their lives, they shall serve the same eternal God, to the uttermost of 
their power, according as he hath required in his most holy word, contained in the Old and New 
Testament; and according to the same word shall maintain the true religion of Christ Jesus, the 
preaching of his holy word, the due and right ministration of the sacraments now received and 
preached within this realm, (according to the Confession of Faith immediately preceding) and 
shall abolish and gainstand all false religion contrary to the same; and shall rule the people 
committed to their charge, according to the will and command of God revealed in his foresaid 
word, and according to the laudable laws and constitutions received in this realm, nowise 
repugnant to the said will of the eternal God; and shall procure, to the uttermost of their power, 
to the kirk of God, and whole Christian people, true and perfect peace in all time coming: and 
that they shall be careful to root out of their empire all hereticks and enemies to the true worship 
of God, who shall be convicted by the true kirk of God of the foresaid crimes.  

 
"The Solemn League and Covenant" Of The Three Kingdoms Of Scotland, England, And Ireland 
(1643)  

History9 
The clash between the King and the Covenanters resulted in the Bishops’ Wars in 1639-
1640. 
 
Charles was nervous over this war with the Scots, and did not have enough money to 
raise a formidable army against them. As a result, Parliament was recalled to make 
negotiations with the Scots. This formation of Parliament was called “Long Parliament” 
due to its tenure – longer than that of the previous gathering called “Short Parliament” 
having been dissolved by the king. England herself as a whole was concerned at the state 
of affairs under Charles I. Thus, Long Parliament took advantage of its power to work 
revolutionary changes in the Church of England after its convocation. For months it 
intermittently debated various proposals that were urged on it. There was general 
conviction that the Catholic features introduced by Archbishop Laud must be dispelled, 
such as making the com-munion tables into altars, the use of images and candles, and 
communion rails.[6] 
 
A clear call for an assembly of divines, whose task would be to advise the government 
on the reformation of the Church, was summoned through the speeches of the members 
of the Long Parliament and in sermons of preachers who addressed the members at 
Westminster – these cries were heard from 1641-1642… 
 
Though Charles had reassembled them for intervention with the Scots, they took the 
opportunity to right all wrongs including the political upheaval they saw in Charles’ 
despotism. 
 
On the 22nd of August Charles I set up the royal standard on Nottingham Hill, and 
called upon all loyal subjects to come to his aid against a rebellious Parliament. The 

                                                
8 http://www.apuritansmind.com/westminster-standards/the-history-and-theology-of-the-solemn-league-
and-covenant-by-dr-c-matthew-mcmahon/ 
9 Unless noted otherwise, history from http://www.apuritansmind.com/westminster-standards/the-
history-and-theology-of-the-solemn-league-and-covenant-by-dr-c-matthew-mcmahon/ 



nation was plunged into Civil War, the allegiance of the people being challenged, not as 
in the Wars of the Roses, by rival Houses, but claimed by the rival authorities of King 
and Parliament… 
 
Civil war between the king and the Parliament finally broke out in August 1642. By 
1643, after the king had won a number of battles, Parliament began to look for help 
from Scotland.10 
 
The English wanted a military union with the Scots, but the Scots instead wanted a 
religious union which would see the Church of England become the same in belief, 
worship and church government as the Church of Scotland. As the Scottish minister 
Robert Baillie wrote, ‘The English were for a civil league, we for a religious covenant’. 
The end result was a mixture of both, and was mainly written by Alexander Henderson. 
 
The Solemn League and Covenant aimed to keep protect the reformation of the 
Church of Scotland and to reform the Churches of England and Ireland, so that the 
three churches would be the same in church government, beliefs and worship. It also 
aimed to completely get rid of Roman Catholicism, Episcopalianism and any other 
wrong beliefs.11  
 
It was signed by the Parliaments of England and Scotland and many people throughout 
England, Scotland and Ireland.12 
 
As a result of the covenant, Scotland also sent five ministers and three elders to the 
Westminster Assembly, which had been set up by the Long Parliament in July 1643 to 
give advice about reforming the Church of England. 

 
After five successive failures a bill finally passed through both Houses in June, 1643, 
which called the Westminster Assembly of divines into being. Parliament took the task of 
calling together a committee in which could revise the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion 
for the times. 

 
III. We shall, with the same sincerity, reality, and constancy, in our several avocations, 
endeavour, with our estates and lives, mutually to preserve the rights and privileges of the 
Parliaments, and the liberties of the kingdoms; and to preserve and defend the King's Majesty's 
person and authority, in the preservation and defence of the true religion, and liberties of the 
kingdoms; that the world may bear witness with our consciences of our loyalty, and that we have 
no thoughts or intentions to diminish his Majesty's just power and greatness.  

 
"The Westminster Confession of Faith" (1647)  

 
Chapter 23 

 
Section I.–God, the Supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil 
magistrates to be under him over the people, for his own glory and the public good; and 
to this end, hath armed them with the power of the sword, for the defence and 
encouragement of them that are good, and for the punishment of evildoers. 

                                                
10 http://reformationhistory.org/solemnleagueandcovenant.html 
11 http://reformationhistory.org/solemnleagueandcovenant.html 
12 http://reformationhistory.org/solemnleagueandcovenant.html 



 
Section II.–It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate 
when called thereunto; in the managing whereof, as they ought especially to maintain 
piety, justice, and peace, according to the wholesome laws of each commonwealth, so, 
for that end, they may lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war upon just and 
necessary occasions. 
 
Section III.–The civil magistrate may not assume to himself the administration of the 
Word and sacraments, or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven; yet he hath 
authority, and it is his duty, to take order, that unity and peace be preserved in the Church, 
that the truth of God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphemies and heresies be 
suppressed, all corruptions and abuses in worship and discipline prevented or reformed, 
and all the ordinances of God duly settled, administered, and observed. For the better 
effecting whereof, he hath power to call synods, to be present at them, and to provide that 
whatsoever is transacted in them be according to the mind of God. 
 
Section IV.–It is the duty of the people to pray for magistrates, to honor their persons, to 
pay them tribute and other dues, to obey their lawful commands, and to be subject to their 
authority, for conscience' sake. Infidelity, or difference in religion, doth not make void 
the magistrate's just and legal authority, nor free the people from their obedience to him: 
from which ecclesiastical persons are not exempted; much less hath the Pope any power 
or jurisdiction over them in their dominions, or over any of their people; and least of all 
to deprive them of their dominions or lives, if he shall judge them to be heretics, or upon 
any other pretence whatsoever. 

 
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (1649)  
 

[Original] It doth therefore concerne all ranks and conditions of persons to be the more warie and 
circumspect, especially in that which concerns the National Covenant, and the Solemn League 
and Covenant, that before his Majestie [i.e. Charles II] be admitted to the exercise of his Royall 
Power, that by and attour the Oath of Coronation, he shall assure and declare by his Solemn Oath 
under his hand and seal his allowance of the National Covenant, and of the Solemn League and 
Covenant, and obligation to prosecute the ends thereof in his Station and Calling, and that he 
shall for himself and his successours, consent and agree to Acts of Parliament, injoyning the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and fully Establishing Presbyterial Government, the Directory of 
Worship, the Confession of Faith and Catechisme, as they are approven by the General 
Assembly of this Kirk and Parliament of this Kingdom, in all his Majesties Dominions, and that 
he shall never make opposition to any of these, nor endeavour any change thereof.  
 
 [Edited and updated English]…that before his Majesty [i.e. Charles II] be admitted to the 
exercise of his Royal Power,… [he] shall assure and declare by his Solemn Oath …that he shall 
for himself and his successors, consent and agree to Acts of Parliament, including the Solemn 
League and Covenant, and fully Establishing Presbyterial Government, the Directory of Worship, 
the Confession of Faith and Catechism, as they are approved by the General Assembly of this 
Kirk and Parliament of this Kingdom, in all his Majesties Dominions, and that he shall never 
make opposition to any of these, nor endeavour any change thereof.  
 

A Platform of Church Discipline (1649 – John Cotton, Richard Mather, Ralph Partidge asked by 
Massachussettes Synod of 1648) 

 
If is not in the power of magistrates to compel their subjects to become church-members, and 



to partake of the Lord’s Supper; for the priests are reproved that brought unworthy ones into the 
sanctuary (Ezek 49:7-9)…those whom the church is to cast out, if they were in, the magistrate 
ought not to thrust them into the church, nor to hold them therein. 
 
The end of the magistrates office is not  only the quiet and peaceable life of the subject in 
matters of righteousness and honesty, but also in matters of godliness; yea, of all godliness. 
 
Idolatry, blasphemy, heresy, venting corrupt and pernicious opinions, that destroy the 
foundation, open contempt of the word preached, profanation of the Lord’s Day, 
disturbing the peaceable administration and exercise of the worship and holy things of God, 
and the like, are to be restrained and punished by civil authority. 
 
If any church, one or more, shall grow schismatical, rending itself from the communion of 
other churches, or shall walk incorrigibly and obstinately in any corrupt way of their own, 
contrary to the rule of the word; in such case, the magistrate (Josh 22) is to put forth his 
coercive power, as the matter shall require. The tribes on this side Jordan intended to make war 
against the other tribes for building the altar of witness, whom they suspected to have turned 
away therein from following of the Lord. 
 

 
Our World belongs to God (2008) 

 
52. We obey God first; we respect the authorities that rule, for they are established by God: we 
pray for our rulers, and we work to influence governments— resisting them only when Christ 
and conscience demand. We are thankful for the freedoms enjoyed by citizens of many lands; we 
grieve with those who live under oppression, and we seek for them the liberty to live without fear. 
 
53. We call on all governments to do public justice and to protect the rights and freedoms of 
individuals, groups, and institutions so that each may do their tasks. We urge governments and 
pledge ourselves to safeguard children and the elderly from abuse and exploitation, to bring 
justice to the poor and oppressed, and to promote the freedom to speak, work, worship, and 
associate. 
 
54. … We call on our governments to work for peace and to restore just relationships… 

 


