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Praying for the Persecuted Church 

 
1. Pay close attention to the truth so they do not drift away from it (Heb. 

2:1).  
 
“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it.” 
 

2. Consider and emulate Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of their 
confession, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him (Heb. 3:1-2).  
 
“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the 
apostle and high priest of our confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, 
just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house.” 
 

3. Hold fast until the end their confidence and the hope in which they 
boast (Heb. 3:6).  
 
“but Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold 
fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.” 
 

4. Take care to avoid an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the 
living God (Heb. 3:12).  
 
“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God.” 
 

5. Encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 
"Today," so that none of them will be hardened by the deceitfulness 
of sin (Heb. 3:13).  
 
“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may 
be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 
 

6. Hold firmly till the end the confidence they had at first (Heb. 3:14).  
 
“For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to 
the end.” 
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7. Keep their hearts from hardening (Heb. 4:7).  
 
“again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in 
the words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.”” 
 

8. Hold fast their confession that Jesus is Lord (Heb. 4:14).  
“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.” 
 

9. Draw near with confidence to the throne of grace where they receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need (Heb. 4:16). 
  
“Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 

10. Imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises 
(Heb. 6:12).  
 
“so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.” 
 

11. Have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before them 
(Heb. 6:18).  
 
“so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 
have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set 
before us.” 
 

12. Draw near to the Lord with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith 
(Heb. 10:22). 
 
“let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” 
 

13. Hold fast the confession of their hope without wavering, 
remembering that He who promised is faithful (Heb. 10:23).  
 
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.” 
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14. Consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds (Heb. 
10:24).  
 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,” 
 

15. Have courage so as to not forsake assembling together, but that they 
would encourage one another; and all the more as they see the day 
drawing near (Heb. 10:25).  
 
“not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
 

16. Not throw away their confidence, which has a great reward (Heb. 
10:35).  
 
“Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.” 
 

17. Have endurance, so that when they have done the will of God, they 
may receive what was promised (Heb. 10:36).  
 
“For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may 
receive what is promised.” 
 

18. Have faith to the preserving of the soul, rather than shrink back to 
destruction (Heb. 10:39).  
 
“But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have 
faith and preserve their souls.” 
 

19. Lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles, 
and run with endurance the race set before them (Heb. 12:1).  
 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us,” 
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20. Fix their eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the 
joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God (Heb. 12:2).  
 
“looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” 
 

21. Consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 
Himself, so that they will not grow weary and lose heart (Heb. 12:3).  
 
“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may 
not grow weary or fainthearted.” 
 

22. Strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble 
(Heb. 12: 12).  
 
“Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees” 
 

23. Make straight paths for their feet, so that the limb which is lame may 
not be put out of joint, but rather be healed (Heb. 12: 13).  
 
“and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint 
but rather be healed.” 
 

24. Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no 
one will see the Lord (Heb. 12:14).  
 
“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.” 
 

25. Not come short of the grace of God or allow any root of bitterness to 
spring up and cause trouble, defiling many (Heb. 12:15).  
 
“See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” 
springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 
 

26. “Be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom they 
appear as lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15). 
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27.     Find strength and protection from the evil one, and to be rescued 
from perverse and evil men (2 Thessalonians 3:1-3).  
“Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be 
honored, as happened among you, and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil 
men. For not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you 
against the evil one.” 

28. Not worry about how or what they're to speak, but believe that the 
Spirit of their Father will give them the words when they need them 
(Matthew 10: 19-20).  
 
“When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are 
to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. For it is not you who 
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” 
 

29. Not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul, but 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell 
(Matthew 10:28).  
 
“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who 
can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
 

30. Remember that no sparrow falls to the ground apart from their 
Father's will, and that they're worth more than many sparrows 
(Matthew 10:29-31). 
 
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 
 

31. Sense God’s presence since he promises to never leave us or forsake 
us (Hebrews 13:5) 
 
“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he 
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32. They will be comforted by God in their loss, hardship or even for their 

families in their death (2Cor 1:3-5) 
 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too.” 
 

33. They will have opportunities to share the gospel (Col. 4:3) 
 
“At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to 
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—” 
 

34. Pray for their boldness to make Christ known (Phil. 1:14) 
 
“And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, 
are much more bold to speak the word without fear.” 
 

35. Pray they will forgive and love their persecutors (Matthew 5:44) 
 
“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” 
 

36.     Pray they will rejoice in suffering (Acts 5:41) 

“Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for the name.” 

 

37. Pray they will be refreshed through God’s Word and grow in the faith      
(Ephesians 6:17) 
“and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God,” 
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38. Pray they will be strengthened through the prayers of fellow believers  
(Jude 20-25) 
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy 
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching 
them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained 
by the flesh. 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen.” 

 

39.     Pray that their ministry activities will remain undetected by authorities or 
others who wish to silence them. 

 


