Praying from the Blessed is Scriptures


Why this Prayer Guide?
This prayer guide is intended for any church that wants to effectively pray for her members and the members of others congregations.  The Church that Jesus planted in Jerusalem was “devoted to prayer” (Acts 1:14, 2:42, and 6:4).  That is what He intends for every church today. We are called to do good for everyone, particularly the household of faith (Gal 6:10).  And what is better than praying for others in a way that is God-honoring and in accordance with his desires for their life? 



Why Scripture Prayer?

God’s promises, commands and self-revelations are imbedded in the Scriptures.  They are infallible and reliable.  When our prayers are shaped by his Word, we are building on solid ground.  We are responding to who God is and what He is doing.  We are claiming His promises.  We are obeying His commands.  There is no better way to pray.



How to Use the Prayer Guide?

Use the following Bible verses on prayer, together with the suggested responses, to help you pray God’s heart for the members of His church. 

· Pray through one of the seven sections each day, or pray through them all at once at some time each week (about 30-60 minutes). 

· Ponder each Scripture passage.  Listen to what the Spirit has to say.  Let the meaning of the verse sink in. 

· Talk to God with thoughts and words that are shaped by what you have heard Him say to you.  You will find reason to praise God for who he is, thank him for what he does, confess wrongs or shortcoming, ask him to act, and commit to action.



Who Should Use this Prayer Guide?
Anyone who has ever wanted to pray for more than a fellow believers physical, emotional or financial needs should begin with this prayer guide and allow God to shape more prayers specifically for individuals or groups.  Anyone who desires to see others grow in their relationship with Christ and their witness in the world should use this prayer guide.  One possible way to start using this guide is to begin praying these prayers for the church’s leaders and gradually expand use of the prayer guide to the whole congregation. Consider the following sequence:

· 1st month: pastor(s) and staff members.
· 2nd month: pastor(s), staff, church board and prayer groups.
· 3rd month: pastor(s), staff, church board, and all small groups.
· 4th month: the whole congregation, including leaders and groups.


Songs for Focusing our Hearts

PH 486 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Text: Robert Robinson

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,

tune my heart to sing thy grace;

streams of mercy, never ceasing,

call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet,

sung by flaming tongues above.

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,

mount of thy redeeming love.
Here I raise mine Ebenezer;

hither by thy help I'm come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure,

safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,

wandering from the fold of God;

he, to rescue me from danger,

interposed his precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor

daily I'm constrained to be!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter,

bind my wandering heart to thee.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,

prone to leave the God I love;

here's my heart, O take and seal it,

seal it for thy courts above.
Open Our Eyes





    
     Written by Bob Cull
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus

To reach out and touch Him

And say that we love Him

Open our ears, Lord, and  help us to listen

Open our eyes, Lord, we   want to see Jesus
1. Lord, Make Us a People who Bless the Name of Jesus
God’s Desire...

They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!” 
- John 12:13

Our Response...

· Using the names of Jesus, Complete this prayer: Blessed is…
· Proclaim why Jesus is the Blessed One:  

Jesus you are blessed because/so that…


2. Lord, We Pray for the Blessing of Your People
God’s Desire...

Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. - Job 5:17

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. - Psa. 1:1

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. - Psa. 32:1

Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. - Psa. 32:2

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance. - Psa. 33:12

Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. - Psa. 34:8

Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods. - Psa. 40:4

Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the LORD delivers him in times of trouble. - Psa. 41:1

O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you. - Psa. 84:12

Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD, the man you teach from your law; - Psa. 94:12

Praise the LORD. Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his commands. - Psa. 112:1

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. From the house of the LORD we bless you. - Psa. 118:26

Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them [children]. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate. - Psa. 127:5

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, - Psa. 146:5

Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, - Prov. 3:13  

Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. - Prov. 8:34

He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. - Prov. 14:21

Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD. - Prov. 16:20

Blessed is the man who always fears the LORD, but he who hardens his heart falls into trouble. - Prov. 28:14

Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law. - Prov. 29:18

Blessed is the man who does this, the man who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecrating it, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.”  - Is. 56:2

 “But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. - Jer. 17:7

Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. [This is a reference to the final judgment and restoration of all things.] - Dan. 12:12

Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” - Matt. 11:6

Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!” - Luke 1:45

Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” - Luke 7:23

When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, “Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.” - Luke 14:15

Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him.” - Rom. 4:8

So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. - Rom. 14:22

Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. - James 1:12

Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. - Rev. 1:3

“Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed.” - Rev. 16:15

 “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.” - Rev. 22:7

Our Response...

· Thank God that all blessing originates in Him.
· Pray short prayers based on a Scripture for the members of Hope in Christ Church. 


3. Lord, Bless Us so that…
God’s Desire...

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” - Rom. 15:13
May he give you and your descendants the blessing given to Abraham, so that you may take possession of the land where you now live as an alien, the land God gave to Abraham.” – Gen. 28:4

“But on that day I will deal differently with the land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms of flies will be there, so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land.” – Exo. 8:22

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk with heads held high. – Lev. 26:13

You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other. – Deut. 4:35

 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” – Matt. 26:41

 “All this I have told you so that you will not go astray.” – John 16:1

He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. – 1Cor 1:8

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. – Eph. 6:11

And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully – Col. 1:10-11

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. – Col. 4:6

May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. – 1Thes. 3:13
Our Response...

· Declare to God why we desire him to bless this Church.  Lord, Bless us in this way so that…


