Praying through Colossians
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Why this Prayer Guide?
This prayer guide is intended for any church that wants to pray the gospel through meditation and reflection of the Scripture.  The Church that Jesus planted in Jerusalem was “devoted to prayer” (Acts 1:14, 2:42, and 6:4).  That is what He intends for every church today. We are called to do good for everyone, particularly the household of faith (Gal 6:10).  And what is better than praying God’s heart as revealed in his Word? 
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Why Scripture Prayer?
God’s promises, commands and self-revelations are imbedded in the Scriptures.  They are infallible and reliable.  When our prayers are shaped by his Word, we are building on solid ground.  We are responding to who God is and what He is doing.  We are claiming His promises.  We are obeying His commands.  There is no better way to pray.
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How to Use the Prayer Guide?
Use the following Bible passages, together with the suggested responses, to help you pray God’s gospel into your life and the life of others. 
· Pray through one of the six sections each day, or pray through them all at once at some time each week (about 30-60 minutes). 
· Ponder each Scripture passage.  Listen to what the Spirit has to say.  Let the meaning of the verse sink in. 
· Talk to God with thoughts and words that are shaped by what you have heard Him say to you.  You will find reason to praise God for who he is, thank him for what he does, confess wrongs or shortcoming, ask him to act, and commit to action.
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Who Should Use this Prayer Guide?
Anyone who has ever wanted to pray for more than a fellow believers physical, emotional or financial needs should begin with this prayer guide and allow God to shape more prayers specifically for individuals or groups.  Anyone who desires to see others grow in their relationship with Christ and their witness in the world should use this prayer guide.  One possible way to start using this guide is to begin praying these prayers for the church’s leaders and gradually expand use of the prayer guide to the whole congregation. Consider the following sequence:
· 1st month: pastor(s) and staff members.
· 2nd month: pastor(s), staff, church board and prayer groups.
· 3rd month: pastor(s), staff, church board, and all small groups.
· 4th month: the whole congregation, including leaders and groups.
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Songs for Focusing our Hearts
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Praying Through Colossians 
1. Colossians 1:15-23
· Since you are Creator…

· Lord, you want to reconcile…to yourself through Christ.

· Paul ties Christ’s reconciling power to continuing in the Faith (v.22-23).  Pray for the strengthening of faith for the person on your right.


2.
 Colossians 1:3-14
· Contemplate the things you see in each other and thank God for them. (v.3-4)

· In Groups of 3 or 4, Pray verses 9 over the person on your left along with one of the 4 reasons listed in verses 10-12
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3. Colossians 1:24-2:3 (Personal Prayer)
· Are there areas of your life you would like Christ to perfect?  Ask him for the strength and power of God. (v. 28-29)
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4. Colossians 2:4-23
· Pray for the church to not be deceived by… (v.4,6,8)

· But rather to hold onto the truth of Christ’s…

· List the things Christ has triumphed over and made a spectacle of (v.15)
· Pray a prayer for a family member or the church universal based upon this section.
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5. Colossians 3:1-4:1
· Pray for one another’s devotional life and desire for thinking, knowing and dwelling on Jesus (v.1-3, 15, 16)

· Ask God to replace any specific earthly nature qualities with fruit of the spirit.

· Gather as men, women and children in specific groups.  Ask the men to pray prayers for themselves and each other based upon the teaching of the passage.  Ask the women to do likewise, and the children to do the same.
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6. Colossians 4:2-18
· Pray for opportunities to evangelize and the gifts to go with it
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