Praying through Titus 3:3-7

[image: image1]
Why this Prayer Guide?
This prayer guide is intended for any church that wants to pray the gospel through meditation and reflection of the Scripture.  The Church that Jesus planted in Jerusalem was “devoted to prayer” (Acts 1:14, 2:42, and 6:4).  That is what He intends for every church today. We are called to do good for everyone, particularly the household of faith (Gal 6:10).  And what is better than praying for others in a way that is God-honoring and in accordance with his desires for their life? 
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Why Scripture Prayer?
God’s promises, commands and self-revelations are imbedded in the Scriptures.  They are infallible and reliable.  When our prayers are shaped by his Word, we are building on solid ground.  We are responding to who God is and what He is doing.  We are claiming His promises.  We are obeying His commands.  There is no better way to pray.
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How to Use the Prayer Guide?
Use the following Bible passages, together with the suggested responses, to help you pray God’s gospel into your life and the life of others. 
· Pray through one of the six sections each day, or pray through them all at once at some time each week (about 30-60 minutes). 
· Ponder each Scripture passage.  Listen to what the Spirit has to say.  Let the meaning of the verse sink in. 
· Talk to God with thoughts and words that are shaped by what you have heard Him say to you.  You will find reason to praise God for who he is, thank him for what he does, confess wrongs or shortcoming, ask him to act, and commit to action.
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Who Should Use this Prayer Guide?
Anyone who has ever wanted to pray for more than a fellow believers physical, emotional or financial needs should begin with this prayer guide and allow God to shape more prayers specifically for individuals or groups.  Anyone who desires to see others grow in their relationship with Christ and their witness in the world should use this prayer guide.  One possible way to start using this guide is to begin praying these prayers for the church’s leaders and gradually expand use of the prayer guide to the whole congregation. Consider the following sequence:
· 1st month: pastor(s) and staff members.
· 2nd month: pastor(s), staff, church board and prayer groups.
· 3rd month: pastor(s), staff, church board, and all small groups.
· 4th month: the whole congregation, including leaders and groups.
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Songs for Focusing our Hearts
The Love of God




By: Frederick Lehman

The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, 

And reaches to the lowest hell; 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled, 

And pardoned from his sin.

Refrain

O love of God, how rich and pure!

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure 

The saints’ and angels’ song.

When years of time shall pass away, 

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 

When men, who here refuse to pray, 

On rocks and hills and mountains call, 

God’s love so sure, shall still endure, 

All measureless and strong; 

Redeeming grace to Adam’s race—

 The saints’ and angels’ song.

Refrain

Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade, 

To write the love of God above, 

Would drain the ocean dry. 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky.

Refrain

Holy Spirit, Rain down


Written by Hillsong United
Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down

Oh Comforter and Friend

How we need Your touch again

Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down

Let Your power fall

Let Your voice be heard

Come and change our hearts

As we stand on Your word

Holy Spirit, rain down

No eye has seen, no ear has heard

No mind can know what God has in store

So open up heaven, open it wide

Over Your church and over our lives 

Titus 3:3-7 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

1.  Exploring the Kindness and Love of God
Father, Your kindness is expressed to me in…

Father, Your love is … 

…a consuming fire, purifying salve…
Father, I see your love in…


When…
Father, reveal your love and kindness to…


[image: image6]
2. He is called “Our Savior”
Jesus is called “Our Savior”.  What has he saved us from?  

Lord, you have saved me from…

By what other titles would you address God in addition to our Savior?  

Jesus you are our…
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3. Our Confession
Take a few moments in silent confession for the “righteous things” you have done for which you think God owes you something, or in which you trust….
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Titus 3:3-7 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
4. God’s mercy
Why mercy, not some other word like grace?  In groups of 3 discuss this question and then form a prayer which one of you can share when we come back together.
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5. Praying for renewal and rebirth in the Church
Where do you desire the Holy Spirit to rebirth and renew something in your life?  HiCC?  Worldwide church?

Holy Spirit wash away…

Holy Spirit birth anew this area of my life?

Holy Spirit renew HiCC in …

Holy Spirit, bring life to the worldwide church by…
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6. Thanking God for the hope and Victory we have in Jesus
Because of your HS poured out on us, we can…

What other hopes do you anticipate in the Kingdom of heaven?


Lord we look forward/anticipate… in the New heaven and earth!

What other things are we to inherit other than eternal life?


In Christ, we inherit…  
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