
The Sickness unto Death? 

By Pastor Scott 

What is the sickness unto Death?  Søren Kierke-
gaard opens his book by the same name with a 
short reflection upon Lazarus’ death.  In it he notes 
that Jesus says this is not a sickness that leads unto 
death.  Sure, Lazarus died, but his sickness will not 
lead him to ultimate separation from the God of 
life (Jn 11).  What is the sickness that leads to 
death?   

 

Kierkegaard goes on in his book to outline and 
propose that despair is the sickness that leads peo-
ple to death.  Despair is the name that he gives to 
sin.  But it is not all sin that he is focusing upon. 
Rather, his focus is upon the specific mental posi-
tion of despairing of the life one has or of the life 
one wishes one had.  Despair is the mental stand 
that a person takes when they can no longer see 
God in their present situation or worse, when they 
demand that God accept them exactly as they are 
without understanding that God accepts them but 
will not leave them the same.  This particular form 
of despair, Kierkegaard calls defiance. 

 

So why am I relating this information to you, as a 
pastor living roughly 150 years after this book was 
written?  Truthfully, I believe that Kierkegaard’s 
understanding of despair and defiance are particu-
larly timely as we live in a time of ‘pandemics’, 
lockdowns and general changes to the lives that we 
all held so tightly without knowing it, until our 
freedoms were stripped from us.  One of the things 
that Kierkegaard notes as a sign of despair is when 
prosperous people lose their prosperity and seek at 
all cost to regain their former life.  He believes this 
is a sign of one’s inability to accept the life that 
God is inviting one to enter into.  Instead, in des-

pair, or we might call it fear, one seeks to revert to 
the former comforts and reclaim what was, instead 
of what God might be wanting to do in the present 
and future through this new situation.   

 

Let me ask a few questions: Have you found that 
your mental/emotional state has fluctuated widely 
based upon the restrictions or responses of others 
around you?  Have you found that you just want to 
“get back to the way it was”?  Have you been una-
ble to see God at work in the present moments and 
unwilling to recognize that some good may come 
from this new normal?  If you can answer yes to 
any of these questions, Kierkegaard invites us to 
recognize our despair and to repent and turn back 
to the God who has infinite ability, eternal per-
spective and wonderful freedom to turn each and 
every situation into a possibility of good.  When 
we can turn and embrace the present, while hold-
ing onto the reality that God can work all things 
for our good and bring about wonder and gift even 
from hardship and difficulty, then we have exer-
cised our call to have faith in the Lord of Life.  But 
this takes a constant choice and orientation of our 
heart, for despair is always looming at our door-
way, begging to be admitted to our heart. 

 

So, this Christmas season, and as we enter into a 
new year, embrace the Lord of Life and his provi-
dential care of all that comes your way.  He is 
working in you to conform you to the likeness of 
his son.  Therefore, flee from the sickness that 
leads unto death and run into the arms of your sav-
ior, embrace the newness of this strange new 
world and let him reform you. To God be the glo-
ry, now and forever. Amen. 
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God’s peace and blessing to you 
as we begin a new year!   



Some words from Max Lucado on Prayer: 

“We are never without hope because we are never without prayer. Prayer confesses, “God can 

handle it, and since he can, I have hope!” When we pray in the name of Jesus, we come to God on 

the basis of Jesus’ accomplishment. The Scripture says, “Since we have such a great high priest 

[Jesus] over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith” (Hebrews 10:21-22). 

Some people say, “Prayer changes things because it changes us.” I agree, but only in part. Prayer 

changes things because prayer appeals to the top power in the universe. It is the yes to God’s in-

vitation to invoke his name. Prayer moves the world because prayer moves the 

heart of God.” (https://maxlucado.com/listen/prayer-changes-things/) 

Moving the heart of God!  Prayer does this.  Thanks for this perspective. 

Message from Daniel & Kim Lance  
(Missionaries in Libya) 
 

Hello everyone!  
 
We wanted to email you all first as our core prayer team.  We will be making a public announcement in 
the next day or two.  
 
We finally have approval for our long awaited visas in Libya!!!  The next step is to send our passports to 
D.C. in order to have the Libyan Embassy place our visas in them so we can finally travel.  Please pray for 
this critical second step. 
 
We plan to arrive in Libya the last week of January Lord willing.  Please continue to pray for the borders to 
remain open and negative COVID tests for our flight so we can finally join our team and the amazing move 
of the Spirit that is happening there.  
 
Again, we just want to thank each and every one of you for your faithful and fervent prayers. We love and 
appreciate each one of you tremendously! 
 
Blessings, Daniel & Kim 



Day2Pray 
 

Sustainable-Strategic-United Prayer for Whatcom County January / February 2021 

 

Worship Colossians 4:2 

In this prayer guide we will be focusing on the very first part of the Lord’s Prayer, “Our Father.”  As we enter prayer now let us 
enter into the heart of the Father.  Let’s worship a God who was not satisfied in being the Creator God who was far away from 
His creation but sent His Son to open up to us the intimate, personal, protective relationship of a Father even Papa. 
 
This is the God who invites you to ‘dwell’ with Him, to abide in Him, to come under His protection (wings).  Over and over 
through the Bible we are being invited to come closer and to understand that God is the Awesome God far above, and He is a 
tender Father close at hand.  Come to the Father now in worship. 
 
As we pray through this prayer guide let us keep in mind the theme of unity in the body of Christ.  The first 2 words of the Lord’s 

prayer are all by themselves one of the most powerful statements of what God desires for and from His children.  We are, all of 
us, His children.  He is OUR FATHER.  Let’s pray that our own hearts will be filled with the Father’s love for all of His children, 
the ones we like and the ones we don’t.  The ones we might call our enemies and our best friends. The ones we disagree with 
as well as those with whom we agree. 

 
Pray for Yourself 
ne of the reasons little children need parents is they do not know the consequences or benefits of their actions.  On a bigger 
scale the same is true with us.  We need the perspective of a God’s eye view to be able to see which way we should go, how 
we should feel or what to think about the news in the world. Spend time with the first line of the Lord’s prayer, Our Father Who 
art in Heaven, and seek an eternal, heavenly perspective for your life. 
 
Strategic prayers for Whatcom County 
Arts & Media:  (Matthew 6:33, 7:7-8) 
The Father’s heart is to seek the lost sheep. Father we ask for wisdom to search for wandering and lost 

souls using media. 
Pray that Christian media outlets and Christians on social media will seek first to please the Father in all of 

their posts and broadcasts. 
 
Business:  (Colossians 3:23, Psalm 90:17) 
All Christian businesspeople have the same spiritual Father. Pray that each Christian businessperson will 

be in a mentoring relationship with another businessperson seeking to show this county the beauty of 
Biblical unity. 

Pray that each business owner or employee will see their workplace as their place of ministry, as the people 
of our county are hungry for unshakeable truth found in Jesus. 

 
Church:  (John 17:20-23, Matthew 28:18-20) 
The Father sees all of His children the same way – through the blood of His Son’s sacrifice.  Let’s pray that 

we also will see each other through the sacrifice that gives grace and love to be able to love our commu-
nity from a place of unity. 

The mission of Jesus is unchanged, to make disciples. Pray for the Church to be the hands and feet of Je-
sus as the pandemic only increases and magnifies the need people have for Jesus in their lives.   

Pray for each Pastor to be fully aware that they are the beloved of the Father. Pray they will be protected by 
the shield of faith which will extinguish the lies from the evil one. 

 
Development (Social Services): (Colossians 3:17, Genesis 1:1) 
Let’s pray that the church will see every act of kindness not as an end in itself, but as a way to express the 

love of Christ and to experience the work of the Holy Spirit through us. 
The Father is a creative leader, and His creativity is not exhausted. Pray for new creativity to deliver social 

services to the people who need it. 
 
Education:  (2 Corinthians 5:18-19, John 10:10) 



The Father sent His son to open up relationship.  Christians in education need wisdom to figure out how to 
connect relationally during this time of virtual learning and social distancing. 

Pray for the light of Christ to break into the darkness of anxiety and depression that many students are ex-
periencing. 

 
Family:  (Ephesians 1:3-5) 
The Father’s heart is that all of His children would be raised in loving homes.  Pray for an affordable adop-

tion agency in Whatcom County (Bethany is closing). 
Boldness to share testimonies of Jesus in our homes and to encourage our children to share their testimo-

nies with friends.   
 
Government:  (Isaiah 5:15-17, 20-21, Matthew 5:44-45) 
The Father’s will is good and true and faithful.  Pray that truth will be made manifest and that all corruption 

will be exposed. 
Pray citizen believers will pray for, love and communicate with government officials from a Biblical 

Worldview in the kindness and boldness of Jesus Christ. 
 
Health:  (John 13:34, Ephesians 1:17-19) 
Pray for unity among staff at medical facilities. Pray that the Christians in each facility will lead with the Fa-

ther’s heart to love each other. 
We pray for the wisdom and revelation of the Father’s love to fill each health care worker as they seek to 

meet the needs that are before them. 
 
International Missions:  (Colossians 4:2-4, 2 Corinthians 4:6) 
Pray for the Father’s heart for unity among the believers as the challenges and dangers of the bold procla-

mation of the gospel continues and even increases daily. 
Pray that the light of Christ will shine out of the darkness even from the areas and countries where those 

who share Christ are in grave danger. 
 
Pray for Your Family & Friends 
Who among your family or friends needs their relationship with the Father restored?  As I write this, we are approaching Christ-
mas which signals the major event of human history where the Father set out to restore relations with His children.  As we 
pray, we are His ambassadors to extend that restoration.  List here those you will be praying for: 
 
Pray for your Church 
 
For Your Pastor(s) and their families: 
 
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” Eph 6:12.  Our pastors need us to pray for 
them and to stand with them as they daily battle in the heavenlies. Pray that they will understand (and you will too) that the 
battle is the Lord’s because He is a loving and jealous Father protecting His children. 
 
Congregation: 
 
In human relationships when we lose touch with each other we become easily offended. When we lose touch with the Father, we 
can become anxious, worried and fearful. Pray, for the members of your church and other churches, to experience intimacy in the 
Father’s love.   
 
Outreach: 
 
Every neighborhood and every workplace has people who need to experience the love of the Father through a genuine conversation 
with a loving person.  You are that person!  Pray Romans 5:5 over yourself and then go in faith and share yourself with someone, 
“for the love of the Father has been poured into your heart.” 



Giving in November 2020 

 

        Nov      Year-to-Date 

Designated Fund Offerings:       $  3,672 $  29,458  

 

General Fund Offerings             $14,433 $230,089 

Rent / Utilities Income                   2,715     26,037 

Interest Income - Undesignated          22          267 

Total Undesignated Income                17,170   256,393 

General Fund Expenses                  (24,961)  (223,345) 

Income Over(Under) Expenses $ (7,791) $   33,049 

 

Total 2020 budget, including ministry quotas  $ 273,588 

Year-to-Date Budget for 12 months              $ 273,588 

Total Undesignated Income      256,394 

Income Over (Under) Budget  $  (17,194) 

 

Loan Balances: 

 Classis:  $ 10,000 

 Payroll Protection Program:  $ 26,700 

Deacons Digest 
By Elaine Snapper 
 
The deacons met via Zoom on Dec. 2,  2020, which was for our December meeting.  One of the first items on 
our agenda was to determine gifts from the Gift Catalog for World Renew.    We received about $l,750 from 
the Thanksgiving offering.    After discussion,  the following items were ordered:   
 
Items:                                  Quantity:              Price:                Total 
 
Best seller bundle                       1                    $972               $   972 
Family size water filter               3                        90                    270 
Herd                                            1                      360                    360 
Wheelchair                                  1                      165                    165 
                                                                                                   _____ 
Total                                                                                          $1,767 
 
Rusty Polinder, who works with Kidstown next joined us on Zoom.  He shared that Kidstown partners with 
45 children’s homes with approximately 1000 children in Thailand, India and Romania.  They are hoping to 
reconnect with our church, and he expressed a desire to give an update to our congregation at a future date.   
 
The Christmas tree with gift tags for people at the Lighthouse Mission has been set up for people to buy 

Christmas gifts.   



 2   Kaitlyn M 

 

 3   Elaine W 

 

  7   Don S 

 

10  Hildred A 

 

11 Faith R 

 

14 Bethany C 

 

15  Lisa D 

 
16 George M 

 

18  Avis K 

 

22  Chris P 

 

24  Geralyn C 

 

27  Mona R 

 

29  Linda M 

 

30 Herm L 



January 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9:30 WORSHIP 

COMMUNION 

4 5 6 

11:30 ELDERS MTG 

1PM WOMEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY  

7PM DEACONS MTG 

 

7 8 9 

10 

9:30 WORSHIP 

11 12 13 

1PM WOMEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY  

7PM COUNCIL MTG 

14 15 16 

17 

9:30 WORSHIP 

7PM ALL CHURCH 

PRAYER MTG 

18 19 20 

1PM WOMEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY  

21 22 23 

24 

9:30 WORSHIP 

25 26 27 

1PM WOMEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY  

28 29 30 

31 

9:30 WORSHIP 

      


