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What if God Was Only...?

Pastor Scott Roberts

What if your god only had one characteristic, be that love, or justice or happiness, or a
disposition bent on the poor or the intelligent, or...? Would that matter? Would it affect
the kinds of things you would support or be justified in doing? Would it affect your

political and social programs and the way you vote? | submit that it would. Our under- Hope In Christ Church
standing of God is significant, not only for the way we worship, but also for the way we 710 East Sunset
live life individually and corporately. Bellingham, WA 98225

Recently, | have been reading a lot of theology by an Episcopalian named Kathryn Tan- 360-733-6177

ner. | disagree with most of what she writes and am dialoguing with her writings for my
advanced degree in Theology. But, what has become evident to me, as | work through
her corpus, is that the god she presents and builds her social program upon is a version
of God that is neutered of half of His character.

Tanner’s god is a god of unconditional love for all people. At first glance, this seems like
a faithful statement. For 1John 4:8 and 4:16 both declare that “God is love.” But Tanner
makes the fatal mistake of allowing this single description of God to be the sum total of
who God is and how God relates to humanity. For her, God’s other self-revelations like
the one found in Exodus 34:6-7 cannot be admitted. For in these verses, God’s self-
defined character incudes not only steadfast love, but also mercy, grace, faithfulness,
and justice. And his actions include not only the forgiveness of sin but also the punish-
ment of it. But to incorporate these virtues of God would significantly affect her social
program, a program that she seems committed to more on political predispositions than
on biblical fidelity.

So what practical consequence does this omission have? Again, for Tanner, the god who
is only love is a god who relates to all people with unconditional benevolence. Therefore,
if people are to be like God, then they must also ensure that everyone is given and enti-
tled to the resources necessary for a self-fulfilling life, regardless of whether the way
they define a ‘self-fulling life’ is in contrast to what God wants, what you are willing to
provide freely, or what would be in one’s best interest. Tanner sees no place for God’s
punishment of sinners and so a society modeled upon God’s love will also not have any
punitive aspects, but only self-giving of all members to one another such that grace, and
unmerited favor are bestowed endlessly. Hence, she champions things like universal
medical care, free college education, free housing, etc. All of these are manifestations of
freely giving love to others, according to Tanner.

Can you see how one’s view of God flows down into the practicals of life? One’s under-
standing of God will never be a purely personal thing. Rather, the way one understands
God will always manifest itself in practical consequences and policies in life. Maybe,
those policies and practicalities will not be as consistently and thoughtfully applied as Dr.
Tanner has sought to do. | disagree with her conclusions, not because of inconsistency,
but because her god is not the God who has revealed himself in the Bible. Her god is
only half of what the Scripture reveals. If God’s other characteristics were taken into
account, then justice would likely mitigate some of her practical manifestations. So,
consider carefully who God is, study his character and let him affect and shape you.
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1. Worship Psalm 108
My heart is steadfast, O God! | will sing and make melody with all my being!
2 Awake, O harp and lyre! | will awake the dawn!
3 | will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; | will sing praises to you among
the nations.
4 For your steadfast love is great above the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the
clouds.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth!
6 That your beloved ones may be delivered, give salvation by your right hand and
answer me!

2. Prayer Focus Eph 4:1, Col 1:10, 2:6

The circumstances of our lives change constantly. Sometimes in dramatic fashion as they have
in this last year and a half. However, God does not change at all (Heb 13:8). His will for the
church, for His Body, for His Bride has not changed either. We are to be “on mission” as the
body of Jesus Christ. Join with us in praying for the people of God in each of the spheres that
we will be filled with the Spirit of God, to do the will of God, for the purposes of God, in the
power of God, for the Glory of God.

Ask the Holy Spirit for “ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches” (seven times in
Rev 2 & 3, 2:7...). How is God calling you, your family, your church, and our community into His
Mission for the world? We know He is calling us to love our neighbors as ourselves (John 13:35)
and to go and make disciples (Matthew 28:19). What does this look like in your setting?

3. Strategic Prayers for Whatcom County
Arts & Media: (James 1:5, 2 Corinthians 2:15)

e Pray for Praise 106.5 as they proclaim the message of hope and encouragement in our area,
including Canada, sharing the gospel to a diverse audience. Pray for guidance as they seek
a new morning host for the radio station.

e Pray for The CHOSEN series on the life of Jesus to be viewed by millions around the world
and 10,000’s in our county. Pray that those who do not have a personal relationship with
Jesus will be provoked by the shows to seek Him.

Business: (Matthew 6:1-4, 19-21, 6:33)

e  Pray for the business leaders of faith conference: llluminate on November 18. Pray for pro-
tection for both spiritual and physical aspects of this event.

e Pray for godly relationships between business leaders as they seek to run their businesses
according to the values of the Kingdom of Heaven.

e  Pray for the follow up after the conference. Pray that many weekly prayer times would start
in businesses around our county.

Church: (Matt 24:4, Acts 17:11)

e  Father we ask for hearts of worship every day. Draw us into worship of You and with You
so that the world may see our first priority is to honor You.

e  Father we ask that you fill our hearts with a desire to fulfill the mission of the church, to
reach those who don’t know Jesus personally with the Good News of the Gospel.

e  Father we ask that the churches of Whatcom County will walk in unity of purpose and spirit
to the Glory of God.



Development: (2 Corinthians 1:3-7, Galatians 2:10)

Father we ask for comfort for our Social Services people, that they may be
able to comfort others with the comfort they themselves have received.
Father we ask for your intervention in physical, mental, and spiritual chal-
lenges in our community.

Pray for all those who work with the poor, homeless, and marginalized in
our communities for their physical safety, spiritual safety. Pray for the
marginalized that they will not be ‘used’ as pawns for a political agenda.

Education: (Isaiah 11:2-3, Ephesians 4:1)

Pray for each believing educator to understand the calling of God on their
lives that they can love the student in front of them and strive for right-
eousness in an environment increasingly challenging to biblical values.

Father we ask that educators at all levels will have wisdom and under-
standing to teach and lead in a manner worthy of the gospel.

Family: (Colossians 2:2-5, John 4:23-24)

Pray for parents to have the wisdom to navigate in a Christ-exalting man-
ner all the messages that their children are being exposed to.

Father we ask that You continue to draw your children to your heart and
equip them to worship you with all their heart, mind, soul, and strength.
Lead youth leaders in the churches and at LOWPC to teach kids the value,
the art, and the glory of worship.

Government: (Luke 6:35, 1 Timothy 2:1-5)

Pray for the body of Christ to prayerfully engage in promoting and voting
Biblical values in local, state, and national elections and conversations.
Holy Spirit teach us how to talk about challenging and/or divisive issues
and love as Christ loves.

Father we ask for You to move the hearts of Christ-followers in each gov-
ernmental office to meet together for prayer each week.

Health: (Hebrews 12:1, 2 Thessalonians 2:15)

Pray for the protection and strengthening of our medical professionals as
many of them are working in understaffed and emotionally / physically
demanding settings.

Pray for a spirit of unity among medical professionals as they seek to bal-
ance state mandates, their workplace demands and their own personal
challenges.

International Missions: (Matthew 5:15-16, 9:37-38)

Father we pray for our brothers and sisters in Afghanistan, both those
who can get out and those who will stay. Father we ask for Your Kingdom
to come.

*  Pray for the power of the Gospel to reach the lost and broken!
Focus on the gospel as the ultimate answer (not the govern-
ment). Rom. 1:16

*  Pray for the hurting brothers and sisters enduring severe perse-
cution and suffering during this season. Heb. 13:3

*  Pray for finances to help bring in the Harvest. Get behind RUN
(runministries.org) and/or numerous other ministry initiatives
that understand how to multiply in spiritually dark times. Phil
4:19
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*  Pray for an increase in spiritual discernment and wisdom for our
government leaders around the world. 1 Timothy 2:1-5

e  Father we pray for our brothers and sisters of the Nooksack and Lummi
people. Father we ask that you send out (literally ‘thrust forth’) harvest-
ers into the tribes that everyone for whom you died will know they are
loved and cherished by God.

e  Pray for indigenous missionaries in many countries like India where the
efforts of governmental crackdown on Christians and the Covid virus com-
bine to create a very challenging setting. Pray for open hearts that in the
midst of all these difficulties many people will be open to the gospel.

4. Pray for Your Family & Friends

Luke 18:1 tells us that we ought to pray and not give up. This is a challenging
verse in our culture. We like to do something then be done with it. Here God
is asking us to persevere. The motivation to continue comes from knowing
what it is we are actually praying about. In a word: eternity. We are asking for
the Holy Spirit to move in the hearts of those we love to draw them into the
Kingdom of God for all eternity. That is worth it! Father would you move in
the hearts of these 3 people as you did in Lydia’s heart in Acts 16:14, “The Lord
opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.”

’ ’

5. Pray for Your Church

The power of the Church comes from our relationship with God through Jesus
Christ. Pray for this knowledge and experience of intimacy from Ephesians
3:14-21. This prayer from the Apostle Paul is a gift to us to pray over our pas-
tors, their families and over our churches.
14 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom
every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with pow-
er through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is
the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.

These prayer targets were compiled by leaders of LOWPC's strategic teams.



HCC Work Day

Since the Omak trip is cancelled, everyone is invited to a Buildings and Grounds work party on HiCC's
campus on Saturday, Sept 11! Start time will be 8:00 AM!

* Goal is to paint the exterior of the Admin building (Lou is in charge of painting). Mitchell S and Mi-
chael B will work on masking Friday night Sept 10th at 6:00 PM. Could use a couple of more agile
volunteers to assist since it will be ladder work.

* Clean the Cattails, blackberries and debris from Cell 1 of the retention pond (wet and dirty

work). This is the entrance area of the retention pond and needs to have all vegetation removed. If
anyone has hip waders we can borrow, that would be great!

* Remove an old fence line left by previous neighbors by our greenspace. (Need wire snips, tools and
a come-a-long to pull posts). Hopefully we’ll rent a stump grinder to remove many tree stumps on
our property.

* Use hedge trimmers to clean up the bushes around the Worship Center

* Various smaller tasks.

If someone has a trailer they are willing to bring, that would be a bonus for removal of retention
pond debris etc...

Any questions- please contact Michael B by email at michael@hopeinchristchurch.org

Happy September Birthday!
Let this day

3 Lorraine B
be full of
6 Chantel O
11 Jans ]y
11 Barbara Z and
16  Abigail C celebration!
16 Rochelle S
19 Isaac S

21 Hannah C
25 Jennifer B
28 Aaron S
30 Jonathan S



Men’s Thursday Evening Bible Study Update

It is with an “abundance of caution” that | have decided to delay the start of the
Men’s Thursday Evening Bible Study. Since the Delta Variant continues to surge
and considering that we would be meeting inside and that some people are not
vaccinated, it seems in the best interest of others, that we delay meeting until a
later time. | look forward to the time when we can meet together again. God
bless you friends.

Lanny Speyer
360-739-5514

Giving in July 2021

July Year-to-Date
Designated Fund Offerings: $ 3,128 $226,423

General Fund Offerings $ 16,193 $180,697
Rent / Utilities Income 2,858 18,379
PPP Loan Forgiveness - 26,700
Interest Income - Undesignated 16 139
Total Undesignated Income 19,067 225,915
General Fund Expenses (15,018) (145,631)
Income Over(Under) Expenses $ 4,049 $ 80,284

Total 2021 budget, including ministry quotas $281,796
Year-to-Date Budget for 8 months $187,864
Total Undesignated Income 225915
Income Over (Under) Budget $ 38,284

Loan Balances:
Classis: $ 10,000




From Mitch Senti’s Sermon Series

The EQUIPMENT sermon series was completed on August 29t. Do you E.QU.LP.M.EN.T.
remember what each letter of the acronym represents?

Exalt Christ with a lifestyle of worshipping him
Qualifications, particularly for ministry/service of Christ (1 Timothy 3)

Understanding, particularly understanding Grace and Truth
Intimacy with Christ

Perseverance in faith and in relationships with others

Ministry, putting your most important gift of the Spirit into practice
Enfold one other person, and also be discipled by someone as well
New Calling, discern your calling in prayer

Testify to what the LORD has taught you and done for you

Visit the Envision website at https://envisionmission.org/senti/page/10

for a complete description of each section of the EQUIPMENT series.

Update on Bos’ Ministry

As promised, following the Bos’ visit with Hope in Christ, the Elders had a 30- A Not
minute Zoom call with the Bos’ on 8/4/21. Following the call, the elders Ote
agreed that partial clarity had come, but that there were still unanswered or from the
concerning thoughts. This doesn’t denigrate the place of interfaith dialogue HCC Elders

and their ministry setting is undoubtedly difficult and fraught with unique
challenges, and through our ministry shares they are continuing to be sup-
ported denominationally, but God has called Hope in Christ to a ministry of
knowing, living and proclaiming our Hope in Christ. In conjunction with the
Deacons, it has been decided that our missions support ought to reflect this
last piece very clearly and that we ought to find and support missionaries

that explicitly engage in proclaiming Jesus and making disciples.


https://envisionmission.org/senti/page/10/

Children’s
Classes Begin
September 12"

Adult Classes
Begin
September 19"

Sunday School

UPPER FLOOR ADMIN BUILDING
Sunday School Classrooms 2021-22
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Group 4: Sr. High Class in Ministry House Youth Room
Group 1 Group 3
Kaitlyn Alice Clara Micah
Zach K. Brenna Lauren Faith
Elisha Evan Nathan Katherine
Abigael Amariah Abee
Group 2 Group 4
John K. Grace Hannah Caleb
Eliana Michal Chantel Elisabeth
Michael C. Maggie Mattea
Gracie Amber

Children/Teen Classes begin on September 12™. Please help us by
letting us know if we missed someone’s name. We want all of the
children to be included!

Adult Sunday School will begin on September 19". Please read
Chapters 1 and 2 of Moving Mountains before then. Extra books
have been ordered and should be arriving soon. If you need one
and have not added your name to the book list, please call the
office so we can make sure we have one for you. (360) 733-6177




September 2021

Greeter Schedule

5 David & Ida
12 Len & Terry
19 Lou & Ev
26 Clair & Hildred

Cookie Schedule
(Please bring 4 dozen cookies)

5 Deloris P, Mona R, Darlys R
12 Jen R, Rockelle R, Jan S, Rochelle S
19 Jolene S, Karen S, Megan S, Christine S
26 DonnaV, Esther V, Tena V, Barb Z

Communion Prep

5 Doug & Winnie K

October 2021

Greeter Schedule

3 GinaN, JoeP
10 Jerry & Faye
17 Lanny & Christine
24 Len & Terry
31 David & Ida

Cookie Schedule
(Please bring 4 dozen cookies)

3 Lorraine B, Elaine S, Terry, Connie K
10 Ruth S, Hildred, Pat B, Alice
17 Diane, Lisa D, Karen F, Anne
24 Gloria, Faye, Avis, Marilyn
31 Melissa, Winnie, Evelyn

Communion Prep

3 Hildred & Carlson family

Serving Schedule

Prayer Room

5 Terry

12 Ken W
19 DavidR
26 LannyS

Prayer Room

3 EvK
10 IdaR
17 LenV
24 Chuck D
31 TanyaO

Not able to
serve when
scheduled?

Please call
someone to
take your
place.

Thank you for
your help!
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Sun Mon |Tue |Wed Thu Fri Sat
| 2 3 4
11:45 am. 6:30 a.m.
Elders Meeting Men’s Study
7:00 p.m.
Deacons
Meeting
5 6 7 8 9 10 I
9:30 Communion 6:30 a.m. Beginning at
Worship Service Men’s Study 8:00 a.m.
HCC Work Day
7:00 p.m.
Council
Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 I8
9:30 Worship [2:15 p.m 6:30 a.m.
11:00 Children’s Zoom Men’s Study
Sunday School Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Laninga Group @
Linda McC’s.
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:30 Worship [2:15 p.m | 9:45 a.m. Women’s | 6:30 a.m.
11:00 Children and Zoom Study Men’s Study
Adult Sunday School Prayer
7:00 p.m. Worship
Planning Team
26 27 28 29 30
9:30 Worship 12:15 p.m | 9:45 a.m. Women'’s | 6:30 a.m.
11:00 Children and Zoom Study Men’s Study
Adult Sunday School Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Laninga Group @
Linda McC'’s.




