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True Community Involves Incorporating Others 

By Pastor Scott Roberts 

 

As we continue to reflect upon Biblical Community this year, we consider 
another aspect of vibrant community - its ability to incorporate others into 
the fabric and life of the existing community. Any group of people that is 
unable to incorporate others will eventually flounder and die out as the 
members do the same. But what does it mean to incorporate others? 

To incorporate means to include, enfold or absorb. When a community is 
able to bring others into the inside of the gathering instead of leaving them 
on the outside, then a healthy vibrancy exists.  

So, what does this look like practically? Incorpo-
rating others involves inviting them into your 
networks, social gatherings, recreational times, 
and bible studies. People feel included when 
they receive personal invitations to gatherings, 
not only to official events but to unofficial hang-

out times. It is the latter that truly marks the completion of the enfolding 
process. When a person becomes an insider, part of the fabric of the      
organization, then true community has happened. Anything short of this 
merely looks like a facsimile but is devoid of the power of community. And 
the test of whether someone is on the inside is played out by his or her 
ability to take the initiative to invite others from outside the group and see 
them included too. 

Incorporation is a powerful part of building a healthy church life.  We see 
Jesus drawing people into his sphere of discipleship and then as the church 
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True Community Involves Incorporating Others 

grows, we see disciples drawing others into the body. One of the most 
powerful examples is that of Barnabas, who took Saul by the hand and 
brought him into the presence of the disciples, so that eventually Saul 
had the freedom to come and go from the midst of the community. 
They even saw him as their own, empowering him to go and find others 
to draw into the blossoming community called the church. You can read 
about this in Acts 9:26-28, 11:23-25, & 13:1-3. Such was the wonder of 
moving from being an outsider to being an insider, and the church re-
ceived a fuller teaching of the gospel of grace from Paul’s pen. This 
would have been missed if the church had failed, humanly speaking, to 
incorporate Saul into its body. 

What steps can we, as individuals in the church, take to increase our 
ability to incorporate others? First, get contact information from visitors 
and then give them a call and extend an invitation to join you on a 
church event or recreational event. Second, respond to any invitations 
that might be extended to you. Third, keep your eyes open to those peo-
ple who have come a few times but who don’t have connection outside 
of Sunday morning, and go out of your way to meet and greet them, and 
to practice some of that hospitality which has been discussed in prior 
newsletters. Extend the bounds of your normal Sunday morning social 
circle by inviting others to come with you as you meet those newer peo-
ple in our midst. 

What if...  

What if - Living for God means - waking up every day with the same question in mind!  

How can I get through the next 12 to 16 hours in God's power,  

accomplishing His Purpose,  

and concerned only about praising Him?! 

 

Submitted by Ruth S 
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HCC 
April  
Giving 

Community 
News 

BANNER DELAYED: Due to worldwide paper shortages, delivery of the June 
issue of The Banner will be delayed by up to two weeks. In the meantime, visit 
TheBanner.org for new features, columns, news, and more. All reporting lead-
ing up to and during Synod 2022 can be found at thebanner.org/synod.  

SHARE GOD’S HOPE WITH PEOPLE OF UKRAINE: Millions are displaced within 
Ukraine and over 1.5 million people have fled to neighboring countries as ref-
ugees. The growing need is heartbreaking, but you can share hope with peo-
ple impacted by this crisis. World Renew is responding by supporting fellow 
members in Integral Alliance as they work with on-ground partners in the re-
gion. Your gift, through World Renew, will give temporary shelter, emergency 
non-food items such as blankets and hygiene items, and much-needed health 
support to people left vulnerable by this conflict. To donate go online to 
worldrenew.net/ukraine-response.  

FUN RUN TO SUPPORT SUMMIT HOUSE, NEW WAY: Have fun and raise funds 
for two great ministries by entering the Lynden Tractor Trot on June 18 at 9 
a.m. The 5k and 10k runs start at Forge Fitness (the old Lynden YMCA) and 
end in the Lynden City Park. Funds raised will support Summit House and New 
Way Ministries. The event is timed by Pacific Multisports, and shirts are availa-
ble. Parking is available at Lynden Christian Schools. For more information and 
to register, visit www.surepost.com/TractorTrot.  
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Encouragement from Encouragement  

(Part One) 

By Pastor Ethan 

I was in a coffee shop the other week, a charming, rustic locale that quite nearly, but not entirely, 
fooled one into supposing they had been transposed into one of Hikmet’s poems. The only shard of 
reality which prevented one from being entirely swept up into this fantasy was the windows which 
filled the cafe’s western wall, themselves painted in the unmistakable gray of a Washington sky. Never-
theless, while sipping my bitter beverage, I found myself listening to my neighbors’ conversation: 

“...he’s never once complimented me,” said Mr. X,  “Never once told me that I had done 
well. Whenever I do accomplish something, he only ever tells me how I could have done 
it better, or that I needn’t have done it at all.”  

He was, at this time, staring angrily at his compatriot, Mr. Y, who was brandishing a stir stick while    
listening intently. He said,  

“Maybe that’s his way of encouraging you; maybe he wants you to always be growing, 
changing, becoming better than you are. That’s not an ignoble aim.”  

Mr. X pondered this. 

“Perhaps. But how can it be encouragement if I’m not encouraged by it?” 

Mr. X raises an excellent point. If one desires and attempts to encourage me, but I am not encouraged, 
then it cannot very well be considered encouragement. Yet, at the same time, I must be willing to be 
encouraged if even the most encouraging sentence is to have its effect. I am perfectly able to, through 
sturm or sourness, diminish encouraging words and actions. Encouragement, as with all communica-
tion, therefore only succeeds if both parties champion clarity and bear responsibility, one to give clear-
ly, the other to receive graciously. 

However, there are two other facets worthy of consideration when one is seeking  
to encourage another: 

1. The aim(s) one is encouraged toward.  

2. The person in need of encouragement.  

The circumstantial and methodical variety these two considerations impinge is monumental; consider 
the difference between encouraging a child to finish their meal and encouraging a soldier to continue 
fighting. The method by which one selects their words, the tone in which those words are delivered, 

and the duration one must encourage to achieve the desired result are 
almost entirely incongruent, and all of that colossal difference is contin-
gent on those two factors. 

This is perhaps why it is so astounding to see that God most commonly 
utilizes one method when He seeks to encourage us: He merely reminds 
us that He is with us. In spite of the vast darkness which permeates this 
world, indeed, which once dominated our own hearts, God encourages us 
toward steadfastness, righteousness, justice, mercy, peace, calmness, 
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gentleness, joy, endurance, patience, and love by telling us that He is with us. Yet, we must be willing to 
be encouraged by this reminder for it to have its intended effect; consider how many times God also 
says, “ Have I not commanded you?” or “Why are you afraid?”. We must allow His presence, the 
knowledge that He is and shall be with us wherever we go, to combat our discouragement, disappoint-
ment, regret, sorrow, shame, and failure. 

So, in light of this, I have two questions for us at HICC:  

1. Have you opened yourself to the encouragement that our God offers?  

2. How can you help others both inside and outside of our church to be encouraged by God?  

Over the course of this month, honestly think through these questions; surrender to God your fears, 
your anxieties, your nervousness, and remember that He is with you. Seek to remind yourself and oth-
ers daily that He is risen, He is reigning, and He will return for us again. Next month, we will talk about 
how you and I are to encourage each other in light of God’s example, and our own limitations. In the 
meantime, may you be blessed and kept by the good grace of our Father. 

Northwest Hispanic Ministry Report for May 2022  

By Joe Strong 

 

"Pastor Joe, I want to share with you that your leaders are very good students and their reflections show 
this. I thoroughly enjoy reading their homework. There is enormous potential in this group." This was 
sent to me by one of the professors from Revelation Seminary where 15 people from our two churches 
are studying. For years, one of the nagging things in the back of my head was always, what would hap-
pen to the churches that I was planting when I pull back or pass on. Now that there are 15 members of 
the two churches studying Reformed Theology, I have a lot more peace. These leaders will be Reformed 
in their thinking. I have great joy being the leader of Amor Viviente and Vida Nueva. 

I meet every week with 3 or 4 men, one on one. Some people call this mentoring, others discipleship. 
One man Elliot (31) has been dating a young woman (30) in our church. She comes from Venezuela and 
only speaks Spanish, while Elliot comes from Bellingham and only speaks English. Not long after I started 
working with Elliot, his grandmother called me and told me "You are the answer to my prayers for my 
grandson." Thank God for grandmothers who pray for their grandchildren. Elliot was raised without a 
father and in many ways, I am taking on that role. He is growing in his faith. They hope to be married in 
July. 

I had the privilege to give the message on Easter Sunday to a packed house. Both of our churches were 
together when I gave an altar call. Three people came forward and asked Jesus into their lives. Two Sun-
days later, a couple with their baby, who recently have been attending our church came up front and 
said that they wanted to get married and baptized. Once more joy fills my soul. The Holy Spirit is moving 
in our church. Every Sunday is full of expectation. 

I have worked off and on with Jesus for 7 or 8 years. The first time I met him was in the Jail. He attended 
our church for a few months. Our church visited him in the hospital when he had black heart from using 
dirty needles. Yesterday, I met Jesus again in jail. He asked me to buy him books on Satan worship, 
witchcraft and the occult. When I told him that I would not, he was visibly upset. I am praying for him. 
Would you please join me? Thank you for your support of NWHM. 
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GEMS: Lessons Learned 
By Darlys Recker 

As we reflect on this past year of GEMS, we cannot help but include memories of the challenges that hit mid-
March 2020. We had just enjoyed the Baked Potato Bunko Night when schools shut down, as did our face-to-
face meetings for GEMS. It was sudden and we were not prepared for the necessary changes encountered 
over the next two years. The support from the GEMS Global Office was “spot-on.” With materials developed 
for on-line presentation, we were able to continue meeting via ZOOM, play games, and have a lesson. Our 
CIT’s (Counselors In Training) Amber, Mattea, Gracie, and Chantel led the breakout groups on ZOOM with Hil-
dred, Rockelle, and Ruth supervising. What an amazing team! Lesson learned: God Provides.  

Each year, we have a theme that addresses current challenges for us to view through the Word of God. The 
theme for 20-21 was “Friended,” from John 15:15, “I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from my Father I have made known to you.” As the girls were missing time with their friends, we learned that 
God calls us Friend; he is with us and teaches us to be friends. We studied five “One Anothers:” (1) Love one 
another, John 13:34 (2) Serve one another, Gal. 5:13 (3) Pray for one another, James 5:16 (4) Accept one an-
other, Rom. 15:7 and (5) Be kind to one another, Eph. 4:32. Goodie bags with lesson activities and crafts were 
dropped off on each girl’s porch. Don and I enjoyed delivering these moments of connection. Even when we 
could not meet, the girls continued to work on badges. Clara and Brenna even face-timed while working to-
gether.  Lesson Learned: Our greatest friend is God and from that friendship, we become “One Another” 
friends.  

This year we again had four CITs to lead small groups: Chantel and Mattea taught 7-8th and 4-6th grades, re-
spectively, Amber and Michal together taught grades 1-3. It was inspiring to watch the girls working together 
in learning the capital “T” truths in God’s word. Rockelle and Hildred helped with crafts and snacks. We went 
back to meeting in person wearing masks. Our numbers were fewer than previous years, though the joy of 
being back in-person was greater than ever before!  The theme, “Unshakeable” based on Ps. 62:2 “Truly he is 
my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken” was the Truth we needed this year, to 
know that no matter what we face, God is faithful. We learned five “I am’s”: (1) I am loved, 1Jn. 3:1 (2) I am 
not alone, Deut. 31:6 (3) I am strong, Phil. 4:13 (4) I am forgiven, 1Jn. 1:9 and (5) I am a world changer, Micah 
6:8. Each lesson had a “craft with a purpose”; a reminder of that month’s lesson.  Lesson learned: We can 
stand unshakeable, strong, secure and confident in Christ.  

This year we say good-bye to Amber as she heads off to Colorado Christian College. We will miss her in so 
many ways. She has been with GEMS, along with Mattea and Chantel since 2010. Our theme that year was 
“Feed the Fire” and in this photo, they are singing, “Light the Fire.” The other day Amber asked me who was 
going to replace her. My response was that God has always provided; I was thinking “Replace Amber? That’s 
not possible!” As world changers, God has a place for each of us in a unique way to serve Him and share His 
love right where he has placed us. I am confident Amber’s ministry will continue in college as we continue 
GEMS here at HIC. Lesson learned: Our GEMS grow up and become world changers wherever they are! 

We thank our church family for supporting the GEMS ministry 

through prayers, offerings, and supporting our fund-raisers.  

This year we had an additional blessing through Thrivent’s 

grant of $250 to purchase food and other supplies for the 

baked potato dinner. If you are interested in learning more 

about Thrivent, contact Jack Petree or sign the contact list 

found on the credenza near the bulletins. 
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Dying in Faith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These all died in faith. 

Hebrews 11:13 

Consider the epitaph of all those blessed saints who fell asleep before the coming of our 
Lord! The issue is not how they died—whether of old age or by violent means—but that 
whatever their diverse experiences, they are united in Him: “These all died in faith.” In 
faith they lived—it was their comfort, their guide, their motive, and their support; and in 
the same spiritual grace they died, ending their life-song in the sweet melody that had 
followed them through life. They did not die trusting in the flesh or their own attainments; 
they never wavered from their first way of acceptance with God but held to the way of 
faith to the end. Faith is as precious to die by as to live by. 

Dying in faith has distinct reference to the past. They believed the promises that had gone 
before and were assured that their sins were blotted out through the mercy of God. Dying 
in faith has to do with the present. These saints were confident of their acceptance with 
God; they enjoyed the benefits of His love and rested in His faithfulness. Dying in faith 
looks into the future. They fell asleep, affirming that the Messiah would surely come and 
that when He in the last days appeared upon the earth, they would rise from their graves 
to behold Him. To them the pains of death were but the birth-pangs of a better state. 

Take courage, my soul, as you read this epitaph. Your journey, through grace, is one of 
faith, not sight, and this has always been the pathway of the brightest and the best. Faith 
was the orbit in which these stars of the first magnitude shone in their day; and happy are 
you to be in their company. Look again tonight to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of your 
faith, and thank Him for giving you like precious faith with souls now in glory.  
Devotional material is taken from Morning and Evening, written by C. H. Spurgeon, revised and updated by 
Alistair Begg. Copyright © 2003, Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
Used by permission of Crossway, www.crossway.org. 
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June 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

HCC Day2Pray 

 

Elders Meeting 

2 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

 

Deacons Meeting 

3 4 
Father/Son 

Hike 1 p.m. 

5 

  9:30 Worship  

           with Communion 

 

11:30 Sunday School 

6 7  

12:15 p.m. 

Zoom Prayer 

8 9 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

 

 

 

Council Meeting 

10 11 

12 

  9:30 Worship 

 

Prayer Partnership Pizza 

Party Lunch 

 

 5:00 Jesus Gathering 

13 14 

 

 

 

12:15 p.m. 

Zoom Prayer 

15 16 

 

 

 

 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

17 

Youth Event in 

Ferndale 

 

 

July Heartbeat 

Deadline 

18 

19 

   9:30 Worship 

20 21 

12:15 p.m. 

Zoom Prayer 

22 

Worship    
Planning Team 
Meeting 

23 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

24 25 

26 

   9:30 Worship 

27 28 

12:15 p.m. 

Zoom Prayer 

29 30 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

  

Happy Birthday

 4 Bud B 

13 Jolene S 

13 Mattea R 

18 Darlys R 

20 Wilma K 

20 Amariah R 

23 Kylie T 

27 Anne G 

27 Lisa O 

30 Rockelle R 

Legacy Church Roofing Project 

Legacy Church Roofing Project 


