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What is a Manuscript Bible Study? 

By Pastor Scott Roberts 

This month Hope in Christ will be launching a new Bible Study group that 

will meet weekly on Tuesday evenings in the church. We will utilize an  

inductive study method known as a Manuscript Bible Study. Inductive 

means one seeks to draw out what a text actually says. This is the opposite 

of a deductive study which seeks to confirm someone’s preconceived    

ideas. 

The core of this type of study      

involves a 3-fold process of          

observation, interpretation, and 

application. In my 30 years of    

leading scripture studies, I have 

found that most people want to 

jump to the application phase     

before they have spent time  

noting what the text does and 

doesn’t say;  they want to interpret a text based upon other passages or 

ideas that they have, without considering  what the author of a  particular 

text had in mind. So, the manuscript study method will help us to confront 

these  challenges.   
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(Continued from the previous page.) 

What is a Manuscript Bible Study? 

With sheets of paper in front of us that contain the words of scripture with-

out all the verse markings, paragraph breaks, or headings, and with colored 

pencils to mark all over our sheets, we will dive into observing what is actually 

written. We will seek to observe natural thought breaks, repeated themes and 

words, note cause and effects, and pay attention to other pertinent details 

that are given or things that are omitted in a passage. After sufficient time 

observing, we will move into interpreting those details before we finally     

discuss how to apply them to our personal and corporate lives.  

The Details of the Studies 

Timing: Our plan is to have 3 separate studies this year: a fall study running 

10/4-11/15, a winter study running 1/10-3/21, and a spring study running 

4/18-5/23. Each study set will be independent of the other studies so that 

people can easily come and go as their schedule permits, and each study will 

be preceded by a Friday night manuscript study to introduce the elements of 

this style, or to allow those unable to commit to weekly gathering but desiring 

more training in bible study mechanics to join and learn with others (9/30, 

1/6, 4/14). Tryout a Friday night, or invite a friend to come and try it out with 

you. 

Content: The Friday Night Intro on September 30 (6-9:30 pm) will explore the 

Epistle to Titus, and we will have dinner together that evening (meal provided, 

and TBD). The Tuesday study (6:30-8:30 pm) will explore the birth narratives 

from Luke 1-2. 

Gender Segregated: These will be gender-segregated studies around tables, 

focused on inductively studying a passage of Scripture. For the fall we will 

meet around tables of men and tables of women, but all in the same room, as 

we introduce the concept and style. In the winter and spring we will meet in 

separate spaces, with a male and female facilitator. 

Youth: All youth are invited to attend and join. If they can read, they can learn 

this style.   

Prayer: We will conclude with gender-segregated times of prayer. 
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Another Volunteer Project in the Books 

                                By Lou Kooistra 

          

As a member of the Building /Grounds Team, I want to thank especially 

Mitch Senti for giving Hope In Christ a great deal on the Legacy building 

paint job. While we were roofing the building in June, I had noticed that 

the paint was fading and some rot was evident here and there, so before 

the paint was applied those repairs needed to be done as well as power 

washing the building. During the month of August a lot of hours were put 

in by Mitch and other volunteers to complete the project at a very reasonable price. I’d like to 

name a few: Jerry Hop, Clair Abee, Dave Richards, Lou Kooistra, Doug Scholten and others I 

may have missed. The building looks sharp again and should be for a long time. When I look 

back on this year and last, it is amazing how much is accomplished on the campus with volun-

teers keeping our costs to a minimum. Make sure to thank some of these guys!  
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 Passing on the Blessing  

By Ethan Rogers 

Hope in Christ Church has been richly blessed, and not just merely in terms of finance, longevity, or 
spirituality. We have been richly blessed because we have a repository of wisdom; many men and 
women who have walked with Jesus for years and years, who have struggled against the pressures of 
our earthly abode, and who have endured in faith because of their unwavering belief that Jesus Christ 
is, in fact, the Lord, and that He will someday return. 

It is easy to reflect on this reality with a somber heart; after all, those that have walked with Jesus 
years and years grow ever more eager (and, perhaps morbidly, ever more likely) to face their Savior. 
For those of us that have not (as St. Paul has said), ‘fallen asleep’, the prospect of seeing our brothers 
and sisters fade is a mortifying prospect, especially if successive generations are not rising up to take 
their place. 

It is for this very reason that so many of us do not see the blessing of all that experience; we are not 
seeing the successive generations come up to take the place of the old guard, so to speak. Yet, the 
old guard still endures. Their time is not yet over, whether it seems the twilight is set upon them or 
not. And, advantageously, they are in possession of Solomon’s fairest maiden: Wisdom. It is that self-
same Wisdom that the absent successive generations greatly need. 

Therefore, having something which is needed by others, (that is, knowledge of the Good News and 
many years of living it out), places Hope in Christ in a favorable position. We have a resource which 
people are in need of; all we need now in order to make this process successful, is to go out and 
spread the Word, to involve ourselves in the lives of these successive generations. 

In what ways might this be done? Well, while there are no shortages of possibilities, I implore the 
sum of Hope in Christ Church to consider the following options: 

 
• If you work a trade/profession or worked in a trade/

profession, find ways to pass on your skills. 

• Volunteer for public service (as able)... younger folk are 
often volunteering! 

• Invite young couples you know to have dinner with you! 

• Use your recreational passions to meet/teach younger 
people. 

• Talk to the young people you encounter in your day- ask 
questions and listen well. 

• As you speak with young people, never be afraid to 
speak openly of your faith and its value to you; if your 
example reflects your words, then your faithfulness 
might stick out to them. Continue to love them well, and 
they will undoubtedly come to trust your judgment.  

May our God continue to guide you as you bring His Gospel to the world. 
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 October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:30 a.m.  Worship/

Communion 

 

11 a.m. Sunday School 

 

 

3 

 

6:30 p.m. 

G.E.M.S. 

4 

12:15 p.m. 

  Zoom Prayer 

6-8 p.m. 

  Manuscript    

  Bible Study 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

  Boer/Hop   

  Small Group 

5 

11:45 a.m. 

Elders Meeting 

6 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

 

7 p.m. Deacons  

Meeting 

 

4:30 p.m. Men’s Hop    

  Heads United 

 

7 8 

 

9 

9:30 a.m.  Worship 

11 a.m. Sunday School 

 

5 p.m. Jesus Gathering 

6-9 p.m. Youth Group 

7-9 p.m. Laninga Group 

10 

7:00 p.m. 

Friendship 

Class 

11 

12:15 p.m. 

  Zoom Prayer 

6-8 p.m. 

  Manuscript    

  Bible Study 

12 

9:45 a.m. 

  Women’s Bible     

  Study 

7 p.m. Council    

  Meeting 

13 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

 

4:30 p.m. Men’s Hop    

  Heads United 

14 

 

15 

16 

9:30 a.m.  Worship 

11 a.m. Sunday School 

12 p.m. Vitality Team 

 

17 

9:45 a.m. 

Retired 

Women’s 

Coffee 

Group 

6:30 p.m. 

G.E.M.S. 

18 

12:15 p.m. 

  Zoom Prayer 

6-8 p.m. 

  Manuscript    

  Bible Study 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

  Boer/Hop    

  Small Group 

19 

6-9 p.m.  

Ladies’ 

Dinner Out 

20 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

 

4:30 p.m. Men’s Hop    

  Heads United 

21 

Make Camping 

Reservations! 

22 

 

23 

9:30 a.m.  Worship 

11 a.m. Sunday School 

6:00 p.m. Family                 

                Movie Night 

7-9 p.m. Laninga Group 

24 

7:00 p.m. 

Friendship 

Class 

25 

12:15 p.m. 

  Zoom Prayer 

6-8 p.m. 

  Manuscript    

  Bible Study 

26 

9:45 a.m. 

  Women’s Bible     

  Study 

7 p.m. Worship 

Planning Team 

27 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Group 

 

4:30 p.m. Men’s Hop    

  Heads United 

28 29 

30 

9:30 a.m.  Worship 

11 a.m. Sunday School 

 

6-9 p.m. Youth Group 

31      

 1   Del B 

 4   Mike B 

 5   Alice B 

 6   Bekah R 

11  Don V 

13 Elizabeth F 

17   Diane B 

27   Pat B 

31   Joe P 

Happy Birthday

G.E.M.S. Sleepover 

Communications 

 Workshop 

Communications 

 Workshop 
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We have the unique opportunity to 
host the ActsNow Conference for  

International Christian Response (ICR) 
this year. As announced in church, 
there will be 3 speakers from Iran,  

Sudan, and India, all of which will be 
sharing their unique stories of God's 

faithfulness through the valley of death. 
Since space is limited for the confer-

ence please register here  
christianresponse.org/actsnow/  

 Feel free to tell others about the  
conference as well! 

ActsNow Conference  

Church Camp Out July 21-23, 2023  

Why are we talking about this already? Because the State Park system 

lets us make camping reservations 9 months in advance. That means 

reservations for those dates open on October 21st at 7 a.m., less than 1 

month away. Deception Pass is a very popular State Park and the res-

ervations will go fast. We are planning on staying in Lower Loop A, 

centered around site 91. There are some electrical hookup sites and 

non-hookup sites on both sides of site 91. We welcome all campers, 

but reservations are your responsibility. If you have questions contact 

Mike Button. 

Church Potluck  -   October 9th  
following Sunday School  

Look for a sign-up sheet in the foyer. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Menu 

Soup 

Salad 

Rolls 

Dessert 

http://christianresponse.org/actsnow/

