International Christian Response

Hope for Cubans

Many houses in Cuba do not have a building permit; if the home is
used as a house church, the government uses that excuse to demolish
it. Government inspector “Lucia” was one who had the power to issue
or deny building permits. She was proud of her job and zealous for
denying permits for Christians.

One day, she was directed to a particular house church for an inspec-
tion to deny their building permit. She knocked on the door and was
struck speechless when she recognized the woman who opened it.
She had not seen “Maria” in 20 years, but the two women had once
been close friends at school. Maria’s family had often checked on Lu-
cia and helped her, and Lucia remembered their kindness with deep
appreciation. Now she realized their love was because they were
Christians.

Lucia told Maria, “This will be the first house church | give legal recog-
nition to!”

The believer who shared this story with ICR said, “God can prepare
things 20 years in advance.”

All Cubans are suffering right now, but choosing to follow Jesus brings
additional suffering. Cuban Christians know they will have fewer job
opportunities. Their children will not be allowed to attend university.
Their neighbors might reject them, and they might experience repeat-
ed interrogations by the communist religious bureau authorities. But
even without worldly security, believers have hope. They realize
change can only come through Christ.

Additional Prayer Requests

1. Pray the Lord will strengthen his people to endure the persecution
for his name sake.

2. Pray the people of Cuba will turn to the Lord as their one and only
true source of hope.

For more information, contact Rebekah Hurty
Rebekah@ChristianResponse.org

https://christianresponse.org/news/the-beauty-of-persecution/



Sermon Notes

Jesus’ Parable on Waiting

Matthew 25:1-13
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Welcome!

Welcome to Hope in Christ Church. We are so glad you have joined us today!
May God bless you as you worship with us.
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Order of Worship
Rejoice
Call to Worship Psalm 98
King of Kings
His Forever
Christ Our Hope in Life and Death
Litany Our World Belongs to God
Psalm 62
Prayer Ken Wick
Sermon Scripture Matthew 25:1-13
Sermon Jesus’ Parable on Waiting
Hymn of Heaven
Benediction

May the Peace of God
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Today’s Offering is for the Outreach Fund
There is a collection basket next to the sound booth.

Servants for Sunday, June 30

Greeters: |da, Heidi E-Street Taxi: Tanya

Foyer Monitor: Mike Scripture Reading: Needed
Prayer Room: Needed



Announcements

YOU ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE! On behalf of the ministries of the
Christian Reformed Church in North America, thank you for your gifts to
ministry shares. Your support enables congregations to do so much
more to further God's Kingdom than any one church could do alone. Our
denomination could not impact the world through missions, media, and
church development without your incredible and faithful support. Thank
you! To discover more visit crcna.org/ministryshares.

YOU ARE INVITED: On Friday, June 28, 2024 at 1:00 to 3:00 there will be
a gathering and fellowship time to celebrate the life of Joleen Geleynse.
There will be a light lunch and reminiscing. She was a member of our
church when we first organized until around 1977 when she moved to
CO and then TX, and has visited several times. Anne Geleynse and
Family.

SISSY DAVIS UPDATE: On June 18, Sissy Lavetta Davis departed us to be
with her best friend and loved one Victor Johnson. Goodbye Sissy. You
are and always will be loved by many of us. The Davis Family

YOUTH GROUP: Youth Group will not be meeting this week. Our next
gathering will be on July 9 at 6:30pm.

UPCOMING MISSIONS TRIP: Grace, Amariah, Cain, Mark, Brian and
Pastor Scott will be serving on a medical mission trip in El Rosario,
Mexico from October 26 - November 3. The mission coordinators are
Vista Mission in partnership with Shoulder to Shoulder Mexico. Please
pray for these individuals, the 15 team members they’ll be joining, and
those they will be interacting with. Donations are also welcome. We
hope to raise $11,000 to help cover expenses.

JEWISH PERSPECTIVE BIBLE STUDY: A bible study from the First Century
Jewish perspective is starting up. It'll be at Dave DeSalvos, starting on
Saturday, June 22 at 3:30pm. We'll listen to and review the
BEMAdiscipleship.com podcast during the first lesson. Contact Dave for
future dates and times, if interested in joining.


https://www.crcna.org/MinistryShares
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