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Order of Worship 

Praise to the Lord the Almighty 

Welcome   

Call to Worship 

O Church Arise 

His Glory and My Good 

Our God Will Go Before Us 

Prayer 

Joshua 8,      Reader - Don 

 Sermon:     Renewing the Covenant 2.0 

Communion 

Cristus Victor 

Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me 

Benediction 

Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 

Today’s Offering is for the General Fund.  
There is a collection basket next to the sound booth.  

Welcome! 

Welcome to Hope in Christ Church. We are so glad 
you have joined us today! 



God is Moving Mountains 

Sometimes a scent will bring Marc right back to his prison cell. 

A whiff in the market, a waft down an alley as he passes. And each 
time, something inside him freezes. He never wants to go to prison 

again. When Marc first became a Christian in North Africa, he tried to 
hide his faith. But eventually, the secret police found out, and they put 

him in prison for three weeks. “That was a very, very hard time for 
me,” he said. 

When he was released, his family sent him to Mecca to complete the 
Muslim pilgrimage. They hoped this would bring him back to Allah. 

“Instead, it had the opposite effect,” Marc said. “Whereas before I was 
floundering as a new follower of Jesus, … the experience in Mecca 

made me absolutely certain: believing in Allah was leading me down 
the wrong path.” Marc was so certain; he took a big risk. One day, he 
stood among the throng of Muslim pilgrims before a long wall where 
many pilgrims write inspiring messages from the Quran. Marc wrote 

on the wall: “JESUS is the son of God.”  

“If anyone had noticed, I would have been killed,” he said. But in that 
moment, Marc released his old beliefs as new ones about following 

Jesus became clear. Despite his clarity, life hasn’t been easy. “A Jesus 
follower in my country sacrifices a normal life. Every day I am haunted 
by fear that they will arrest me again,” Marc said. “It could happen at 
any time.” Marc is still traumatized by his weeks in prison. Whenever 
he smells the scent of the cell, the awful words of his prison guards 

come back to him. 

Today, Marc says, his country is even worse than it was when he was 
arrested, because the government is more strongly Islamist than 

before and “doesn’t hesitate to deal with Christian converts,” he said. 

How to Pray: 

1. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in people’s hearts and minds as they 
read Marc’s message on the wall. 

2. Praise God that his word is going forth despite the strongly Islamic 
government’s persecution. 

3. Pray that God would be near and present with his children in prison. 

For More Information Visit: 
https://christianresponse.org/news/from-prison-to-purpose-in-north-africa/ 



Sermon Outline 

Renewing the Covenant 2.0 

Joshua 8 

I. Once burned, twice shy 
 
 
II. The Lord Speaks (Josh 8:1) 
 
 
    A. God is speaking and talking with Joshua again 
 
 
    B. Do not fear (Josh 1, 24:14) 
 
 
    C. Press the attack (Josh 7:3-4, 8:1-5) 
 
 
    D. Victory is assured (Josh 8:2) 
 
 
    E. Details of the attack (Josh 8:2-12) 

        1. God provides instructions on how to take Ai 
 
 
        2. God has judged the Canaanites 
 
 
        3. Note: There is no place for the people of God to compromise and  
        make space for pagan leaders to dwell in their midst 
 
 



III. Joshua’s response after the victory (Josh 8:30-35) 
 
 
    A. Significance of Mt. Ebal (Gen 12:7, 33:19, Josh 24:32) 
 
 
    B. Fulfilling the Mosaic Law (Dt 11:29, 27:4-9)  
 
 
    C. This blessing and warning applies to everyone (Josh 8:33, 35) 
 
 
IV. The Gospel: 
    A. This is the gospel hope 
 
 
        1. How we get our sin purged 
 
 
        2. If God had an ambush plan (Acts 2:22-24) 
 
 
        3. Our victory (1Pt 5:8, 1Jn 4:4). 
 

 

    B. Our response: Worship and covenant renewal 



Announcements 

CAMPUS CLEANUP: Save the date! Campus cleanup will be this 
Saturday, April 5, from 8am—1pm with snacks and coffee being served 
around 10:30. Please bring gardening tools, rake, clippers, and a 
wheelbarrow if possible. Shovels will also be needed to spread bark. 

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS: Next week we begin a series of round 
table discussions regarding three possible future directions for Hope in 
Christ Church.  We would love for all of you to be involved.  Please plan 
on attending the conversations during the Sunday School hour. 

MINISTRY SHARES: Thank you for donating to the CRC ministry shares. 
The gifts received provide resources for proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
around the world. The money is used to support missionaries in the 
field, media broadcasts in 12 languages, church plants across North 
America, students as Calvin University and Calvin Seminary, and provide 
valuable resources and support to all the congregations of the CRCNA. 

LC ARTISAN & VENDOR MARKET: Shop a diverse group of more than 40 
local artisans, crafters, and direct sales vendors at the Lynden Christian 
Artisan & Vendors Market on April 26. Start with the annual pancake 
breakfast in the middle school gym from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.; enjoy the 
market from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the high school and the plant sale in the 
greenhouse; and shop at the Second Chance Thrift Store (10 a.m.-5 
p.m.) and the Second Chance Building Supply (10 a.m.-3 p.m.). Entrance 
to the market is free. Proceeds from the day go to support school 
activities and programs. For more information, call (360) 318-9525.  

FORTY DAYS OF PRAYER FOR SYNOD: Join people from across the 
denomination and around the world for 40 days of prayer leading up to 
Synod 2025. Writers of different ages, abilities, backgrounds, and places, 
from CRC congregations and ministries have shared prayers on the 
theme “Journey With Jesus.” Find resources and sign up at crcna.org/
synod/prayer.  

Servants for Sunday, April 13, 2025  

Greeters: Don, Needed  Scripture Reader: Don 

Foyer Monitor:  Rachel  Prayer Room: David 

Hospitality for Sunday, April 13, 2025  

Provide: Needed  Set up: Needed 

Serve: Needed  Clean-up: Needed 



Council Members and Districts 

District - Last name A to C 

  Elder: Glen Hendricks (616-581-9055) 

  Deacon: Barb Zylstra (360-927-3583) 

District - Last name D to Ka 

  Elder: Jerry Hop (360-734-9510) 

  Deacon: Doug Konn (360-224-1254) 

District - Last name Kn to N 

  Elder: David Richards (360-961-0459) 

  Deacon: Philip Bergman (360-201-3873) 

District - Last name O to R 

  Elder: Mark Ruiter (360-398-0101) 

  Deacon:  Hildred Abee (385-229-2121)

District - Last name S to Z 

  Deacon: Rachel Carlson (509-899-3963) 

District - Council Members 

  Pastor Scott Roberts (360-733-6177) 

Council President:   David Richards (360-961-0459) 

Elder Chairperson:   David Richards (360-961-0459) 

Deacon Chairperson:   Doug Konn (360-224-1254) 

Custodian:  Don Recker (509-949-7441) 

Worship:  Jerry Hop (360-734-9510) 

GEMS:  Darlys Recker (360-393-4179) 

Friendship:  Tanya Obbink (360-393-5171) 

Safe Church Coordinator:  Don Recker (360-393-4179) 

Health Minister:  Alice Brakke (360-920-8123) 



 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  

Mon - Thurs:  10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

 All bulletin items are due on Wednesdays at noon.  

HOPE IN CHRIST CHURCH  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

710 East Sunset Drive, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

(360) 733-6177 

Email info@hopeinchristchurch.org 

Website  hopeinchristchurch.org 


