
Glorifying God by Knowing, 

Living and Proclaiming  

our Hope in Christ  

A Christian Reformed Church 

Pastor Scott Roberts 

Today’s Message  

The Altar Called Witness 

Joshua 22 

June 8, 2025 



Order of Worship 

By Faith 

Welcome   

Call to Worship—Lamentations 3:21-25 

How Firm a Foundation 

He Will Hold Me Fast 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Litany 

Psalm 62 

Prayer 

Joshua 22,     Reader - Jen R 

 Sermon:     The Altar Called Witness  

Living for Jesus a Life That is True 

Benediction 

Hosanna 

Today’s Offering is for the General Fund.  
There is a collection basket next to the sound booth.  

Welcome! 

Welcome to Hope in Christ Church. We are so glad 
you have joined us today! 



God is Moving Mountains 

Christianity has a long history in Ethiopia, and the Ethiopian 

Orthodox church has significant power in the country. But many 

Ethiopian Orthodox Christians don’t know or read the Bible, and 

they mix animist practices in with their faith. Most persecution 

against Christians is caused by family or society, and persecution 

is most severe in the northern and eastern parts of the country, 

where Islam is prevalent. Former Muslims who convert to 

Christianity are cut off from family relationships and rejected by 

society, occasionally suffering physical harm. ICR partners report 

that pressure exerted by the Ethiopian Orthodox Church on 

evangelical Christians increased significantly in the last year. This 

pressure includes marginalization, prison sentences, and church 

closures.  

 

How to Pray: 

1. Praise God for the presence of faithful Christians in Ethiopia.  

2. Pray that God would raise up more Christian workers in the 

northern and eastern regions. 

3. Pray for God to soften the hearts and minds of the Ethiopians 

so they are receptive to his gospel message. 

 

For More Information Visit: 
https://christianresponse.org/news/snapshot-ethiopia/ 



Sermon Outline 

The Altar Called Witness 

Joshua 22 

I. When faithfulness is recognized 

 

 

II. Eastern tribes return home (Josh 22:1-9) 

    a. Lauded for their faithfulness in four areas (Num 32:20-22,  
      Dt 29:24-25, Josh 4:12, 22:2-3, Mt 25:23) 
 

 

 

    b. Rest has come as a result (Josh 22:4) 

 

 

    c. Charge: Keep loving God and walking in his ways (Josh 22:5) 

        i. There is only one command: Love the Lord 

 

 

        ii. How we love God (Jn 14:15) 

 

 

    d. Blessing (Josh 22:6, Num 6:24-26) 

 

 

 



III. Transition: Sometimes our obedience is misunderstood by others 

 

 

IV. Altar called Witness (Josh 22:10-34) 

    a. An altar is built in Gilead (Josh 22:10) 

 

 

    b. Israel jumps to conclusions (Josh 22:12, 16-18) 

 

 

    c. The truth of the matter (Josh 22:22-29) 

 

 

    d. The altar is called Witness (Josh 22:34) 

 

 

V. The Gospel 

    a. Jesus is faithful (Mt 4, Lk 22:42, Rom 5:19, Heb 2:17-18, 4:15) 

 

 

    b. Jesus’ faithfulness brought rest to his people (Heb 4, Rev 14:13) 

 

 

    c. Jesus gave us signs as witness to our access to God (Mt 26, Rom 6:4,  
      Col 2:12, 1Pet 3:21) 



Announcements 

PENTACOST SERVICE & POTLUCK: Tonight we will be hosting a joint 
Pentecost service at 7pm with other local churches. There will be a joint 
potluck at 6pm as well. If possible, please come at 5:30pm to help set up 
tables and chairs for the potluck. 

HOSPITALITY BEVERAGES: An instruction sheet is taped to the interior 
door of the cabinet where coffee grounds are kept. The sheet describes 
how to set up the hospitality beverages when preparing for our social time 
after the church service. 

VOLUNTEER, DONATE TO SUMMIT THRIFT STORE: The Summit Thrift Store 
would love more volunteers to help the non-profit ministry benefit Summit 
houses run by Envision Mission. No experience is necessary, and training 
and support are provided. The store, which is located at 404 Front St., 
Lynden, can also use donations of gently used items. It is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Stop by to donate or fill out a 
volunteer form. For more information, call (360) 312-4105 or visit the 
website summitthriftstore.org.  

RUTH’S CONTACT NUMBER: Ruth’s phone numbers have changed. Her 
new numbers are  

MAINTENANCE ISSUES: If you see a maintenance issue, please fill in a 
paper from the Maintenance Box on the credenza, and return the filled-in 
paper to the box. Be sure to include your name in case the person doing 
the repair has questions, even if you’re not sure you’ll be able to answer 
the questions. 

YOU ARE DOING MORE THAN YOU KNOW: Thank you! The agencies and 
institutions of the Christian Reformed Church in North America are so 
grateful for your gifs to the ministry shares program. Together, we are 
doing what God called us to do - proclaim the gospel and disciple new 
believers in Christ here at home and around the world. Learn more 
at crcna.org/ministryshares. 

Servants for Sunday, June 15, 2025  

Greeters: Jay, Avis Scripture Reader: Don R 

Foyer Monitor:  Doug K Prayer Room: Needed 

Hospitality for Sunday, June 15, 2025  

Provide: Needed  Set up: Needed 

Serve: Needed Clean-up: Needed 



Council Members and Districts 

District - Last name A to C 

  Elder: Glen Hendricks (616-581-9055) 

  Deacon: Barb Zylstra (360-927-3583) 

District - Last name D to Ka 

  Elder: Jay Kaemingk (360-319-4671) 

  Deacon: Darlys Recker (509-833-8357) 

District - Last name Kn to N 

  Elder: David Richards (360-961-0459) 

  Deacon: Philip Bergman (360-201-3873) 

District - Last name O to R 

  Elder: Mark Ruiter (360-398-0101) 

  Deacon:  Hildred Abee (385-229-2121)

District - Last name S to Z 

  Elder: Dan Obbink (360-393-5170) 

  Deacon: Jenn Boer (360-820-6164) 

District - Council Members 

  Pastor Scott Roberts (360-733-6177) 

Council President:   David Richards (360-961-0459) 

Elder Chairperson:   David Richards (360-961-0459) 

Deacon Chairperson:   Jenn Boer (360-820-6164) 

Custodian:  Don Recker (509-949-7441) 

Worship:  Jerry Hop (360-734-9510) 

GEMS:  Darlys Recker (360-393-4179) 

Friendship:  Tanya Obbink (360-393-5171) 

Safe Church Coordinator:  Don Recker (360-393-4179) 

Health Minister:  Alice Brakke (360-920-8123) 



 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  

Mon - Thurs:  10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

 All bulletin items are due on Wednesdays at noon.  

HOPE IN CHRIST CHURCH  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

710 East Sunset Drive, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

(360) 733-6177 

Email info@hopeinchristchurch.org 

Website  hopeinchristchurch.org 


